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To: Prof. Nicolas Levrat, Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations

Subject: Ongoing Application of Collective Punishment and Property Confiscations in Slovakia

Dear Prof. Levrat,

I am writing on behalf of the Hungarian Alliance, representing the Hungarian minority in Slovakia, to
draw your attention to an issue of grave concern regarding the continuing practical effects of the Benes
Decrees and the resulting violations of fundamental human rights.

After the Second World War, a series of measures commonly referred to as the Benes§ Decrees introduced
the principle of collective guilt against persons of Hungarian and German ethnicity, depriving many of
them of their private property. In numerous cases, the confiscation procedures were never finalised, as
procedural errors prevented the decisions from being entered into the land registry.

Today, Slovak state bodies maintain that these decrees are merely historical documents with no present
legal effect. However, in practice, the principle of collective guilt is still being applied. Under the pretext
of “correcting” historical administrative mistakes, Slovak authorities have revived unenforced
confiscation orders to expropriate land from descendants.

These actions are not isolated administrative anomalies. Rather, they form a systematic effort by state
institutions—including the Slovak Land Fund and the State Forests company—to obtain valuable land
without compensation. Since 2019, at least 800 hectares have been transferred to the state in this manner,
primarily in southern Slovakia where members of the Hungarian minority reside. The value of the
affected land already exceeds one billion euros. These proceedings are conducted quietly, often without
proper notice or effective legal remedy.

We respectfully call on the mandate of the Special Rapporteur to examine these practices and to engage
with the Slovak authorities to ensure that the application of collective guilt and ethnic-based
confiscations is brought to an end.

We remain at your full disposal for any further information, documentation, or clarification you may
require, and we stand ready to assist your mandate in all possible ways.

Please accept, Mr. Levrat, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Laszl6 Gubik
President
Hungarian Alliance (Magyar Szovetség)
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