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2025 Human Rights Workshop - HHRF Team and Expert Presenters

EMESE LATKOCZY

Emese Latkdczy is a Canadian-American Hungarian, and the Executive Director of HHRF. A
human rights activist since high school, she has been a board member of the Foundation
since its 1984 incorporation and served in various capacities as head of research,
Congressional liaison, developing initiatives to help understand minority issues; managing
administrative and communications programs, internship programs, fundraising initiatives
and HHRF’s flagship Reconnect Hungary Birthright Program. She also serves on the boards of
the American Hungarian Library and Historical Society in New York, and the Kossuth
Foundation in Washington, D.C.

CRISTINA FODOR

Cristina is originally from Kézdivasarhely (Targu Secuiesc, Romania). She is an associate at
HHRF since 2023. Her field of research is the mapping and functioning of the minority
Hungarian civil sphere. Cristina is a PhD student at the National University of Public Service
in Budapest and a lecturer at the Babes-Bolyai University in Kolozsvar (Cluj). She works as a
researcher at the Hungarian Cultural Society of Transylvania and serves as the vice president
of the Hungarian Cultural Society of Transylvania Youth Association. Her mission is to
promote research on Hungarian literature in Transylvania/Romania after 1918 by creating a
collection where various literary legacies can be preserved and made accessible, and on
which a research workshop with its own concept can be built.

VIVIEN BENCE

Vivien is originally from the Karpatalja/Transcarpathia (Zakarpattia oblast) region of Ukraine.
A 2024 HHRF Fellow in Washington, DC, she currently serves on the staff of the Foundation
in our Budapest office. A certified translator and interpreter in Hungarian, Ukrainian, and
Russian, she is also a skilled communication specialist, an expert in cross-border
development projects, and a dedicated teacher of Hungarian as a foreign language.

PEYTON SNYDER

Peyton is a fourth generation American Hungarian from Florida. He completed a BA in
History and German at the University of Tennessee, where he engaged extensively with the
literature on minority issues in modern Europe. As 2024-25 Reconnect Transylvania+ fellow,
based in Kolozsvar (Cluj-Napoca), he taught English at a Reformed Hungarian secondary
school and interned at the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ), reporting
on political developments in Romania during the contentious 2024 and 2025 elections via
the new HHRF Romania Dispatch podcast.



DR. BALAZS TARNOK

Dr. Baldzs Tarnok is a Hungarian jurist from Slovakia. He received his J.D. and Ph.D. at the
Pazmany Péter Catholic University Faculty of Law and Political Sciences. Currently he is the
Managing Director of the Europe Strategy Research Institute at the University of Public
Service, Budapest, and the Deputy Director of the Training Program on National Minorities at
the Karoli Interdisciplinary Academy (Karoli Gaspar University, Budapest). In 2021, he was
the Hungary Foundation’s visiting research fellow at the Kellogg Institute for International
Studies at the University of Notre Dame, USA. He is also Vice-Chairman of the Rakéczi
Association, one of the biggest culture-oriented Hungarian civil society organizations, and
International Adviser at the Institute for the Protection of Minority Rights, Budapest.

DR. SANDOR SEREMET

An expert on Ukraine, Russia, Transcarpathia, and post-Soviet countries’ economic and
political developments, Dr. Sandor Seremet earned his history degree from Uzhhorod
(Ungvar) National University in Ukraine and completed his PhD at Pazmany Péter Catholic
University, Budapest, in 2016. He currently serves as a senior researcher at the Institute for
Foreign Affairs and Trade in Hungary.
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