
The Cultural Alliance of Hungarians in Sub-Carpathia (KMKSZ) consistently and
continuously supports the integration efforts of Ukraine into the European Union.
Therefore, it welcomes the numerous legal amendments by the Supreme Council of
Ukraine on December 8, 2023, concerning the rights of national minorities, which point in
the direction of the realization of these ambitions.

Some parts of the law can be considered forward-looking, as they restore some of the
linguistic rights previously granted to the Hungarian minority, with particular regard to
education, the production and distribution of printed products, and the area of ​​media use.

It is a positive step that the law concretizes certain previously undefined legal categories. In
drafting the text of the legislation, some recommendations of the Venice Commission were
taken into account, and national minority organizations were also consulted.

In a significant step forward, Article 7 of the Education Act guarantees the right of certain
minorities, including the Hungarian minority, to study in their native language. In another
positive development, children who began their studies in Hungarian prior to the 2018
school year may continue to study in Hungarian until they finish secondary education.

At the same time, we note with regret that the adopted law still does not allow the use of
minority languages ​​at the level of higher administrative units (district, county). At the local
settlement level, use of language rights remains subject to the majority decision – meaning
that enforcement of language rights will not be implemented in most locales.

The law links linguistic rights to the concept of "traditional" settlement of the minority and
sets the minimum level at 10%. Accordingly, in locations where the minority population
does not reach this threshold (i.e. those in diaspora) will have no language rights at all,
which further accelerates their assimilation.

The legislation affects only the linguistic rights of minorities; other minority rights are
completely left out. The law still does not provide for the free use of national symbols, nor
does it provide the conditions to ensure political representation for minorities.
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Several clauses of the law are discriminatory or merely declarative, which can lead to
arbitrary interpretation. The meaning of several legal terms remains unclear. This raises
further questions, primarily relating to the right to native-language education alongside
the state language.

The law still does not comply with all the recommendations of the Venice Commission;
does not ensure the rights guaranteed to minorities in the Constitution and other
international documents; and does not restore the full range of previously existing minority
rights.

We trust that this amendment to the law is only the first step in the process of restoring
the full range of nationality rights previously exercised by the Hungarian minority in
Transcarpathia. KMKSZ continues to support Ukraine's integration with Europe, and we
look forward to Ukraine becoming a European, democratic state under the rule of law, in
which human and national rights are respected.
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