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US Census
1

How can we use it?



Data Education: Demographic Data

Provides data by key demographic 
variables such as race, ethnicity, 

sex, disability, income, and veteran 
status to help measure equity. 

Data Tools

Supplies a variety of data tools that 
help the public and policy 

makers understand issues.

Part of their mission is to 
educate the public, policy 
makers, and stakeholders 

on what data we have 
available and how to use 

them.

https://www.census.gov/about/what/data-equity/tools.html


Using the 
Website

To get started visit
https://data.census.gov/cedsci



To Begin





Finding Congressional District and State Demographics

Geography
When choosing 
filters click on 
‘Geography’. From 
there you are able to 
select by zip code or 
state.



2020

Current Hungarian Demographics

In 2020 there was a reported 
total of 1,348,198 Hungarians 
who had marked Hungarian 

as their ancestry on the 
census. This number 

accounts for those who 
selected single ancestry or 

multiple ancestry.



2010 2015
In 2015, the US population 

reporting Hungarian ancestry 
was 1,423,736 people

In 2010, the US population 
reporting Hungarian ancestry 

was 1,537,205 people

2010 and 2015 Comparisons

Data trends are showing a steady decline in numbers of Americans who 
claim Hungarian ancestry on the US Census.



Numbers Through The Years: States

1990

*Note the 
circled states, 
and the drop in 
numbers



Numbers Through The Years: States

2000 vs 2012



Numbers Through The Years: States

2015



Numbers Through The Years: States

2020



Numbers Through The Years: States

2015 vs 2020



Such large changes in numbers are mainly a result of the data collection process.

Questions: The way in which questions on the census throughout the years 
are worded, the examples provided, and format of the response area all 
contribute to varying answers. 

Coding: The bureau codes up to two ancestries per person. If a person 
reports more than two ancestries, they generally take the first two. For 
example, if a person reports German, Hungarian, and Scottish, the code 
would be German and Hungarian.

What Does This Mean?



Currently, the ACS question on ancestry to collect data is "What is your ancestry or 
ethnic origin?" The text after the question provides examples of particular ethnic 
groups. 

The response area for the question consists of two write-in lines in which 
respondents can report ancestry or ancestries with which they identify.

What Does This Mean?



In the 2000 Census, the question and examples provided were as follow:

"What is this person's ancestry or ethnic origin?”

(For example: Italian, Jamaican, African American, Cambodian, Cape Verdean, 
Norwegian, Dominican, French Canadian, Haitian, Korean, Lebanese, Polish, Nigerian, and 
so on.) 

In the 1980’s the questionnaire and examples provided looked different: 

"What is this person's ancestry?" If uncertain about how to report ancestry, see 
instruction guide."

(For example: African American, English, French, German, Honduran, Hungarian, 
Irish, Jamaican, Korean, Lebanese, Mexican, Nigerian, Polish, Ukrainian, Venezuelan, etc.)

What Does This Mean?



Congressional District Data



Congressional District Data



Using the Data in Your Community
- Lobbying 

- Census results are indispensable when lobbying efforts vis-a-vis 
elected officials. Constituents can also use this info effectively in 
advocacy.

- For HHRF and the broader Hungarian community, being able to 
use the census data where it best suits us is a key component of 
our success, especially when lobbying. 

- Hungarian-American Community Programs
- Understanding the data can aid the community in outreach 

efforts and programming, as well as modify any existing 
programs accordingly, if necessary. 

- Notify your community on how to answer census questionnaire 
so that everyone is correctly accounted for.



What’s Next?
- 2020 Census Apportionment Results are now available. 

- Apportionment is the process of dividing the 435 
memberships, or seats, in the U.S. House of 
Representatives among the 50 states. At the conclusion of 
each decennial census, the results are used to calculate the 
number of seats to which each state is entitled.

- The next 2020 census data products are to be released in 2023. 
This will include:

- Demographic Profile 
- Demographic and Housing Characteristics 

File (DHC) 



“"The greatness of a 
community is most 

accurately measured by the 
compassionate actions of its 

members."
—Coretta Scott King



Contact
Have more questions? Need to learn more? Contact us!

info@hhrf.org
petra@hhrf.org

emese@hhrf.org

(212) 289-5488

120 E 90th St # 5D, New York, NY 10128

mailto:info@hhrf.org
mailto:petra@hhrf.org
mailto:emese@hhrf.org


Thank you! From, 
Hungarian Human 
Rights Foundation


