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Advocacy 101

Hungarian Human Rights Workshop
Hallo!

advocacy!

Szuper!

Petra Kovács - Hungarian Human Rights Foundation
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Workshop Overview
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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Hungarian Human Rights Foundation Introduction
Legislation
Social Media
Local Activism
Benes Decrees
Workshopping and Group Work
Closing remarks
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Hungarian Human Rights Foundation
Mission
Statement
1976

We are a private, independent,
501 (c) (3) not-for-proﬁt corporation.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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documenting and reporting on
Hungarian human rights conditions
providing in-depth analyses for
decision makers
facilitating meetings for
representatives of Hungarian
minority communities
various youth-focused initiatives
education and workshops on rights,
e.g. property and language

What are
Human Rights?
Human rights are rights inherent to all human
beings, regardless of race, sex, nationality,
ethnicity, language, religion, or any other
status.Everyone is entitled to these rights,
without discrimination.

Why Hungarian
Human Rights?
Under the umbrella of human rights we
have many branches. These include
property, minority, and language rights.
These are what we mainly focus on when
looking to protect the rights of
Hungarians in surrounding countries.
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Legislation
Step 1
Know your Congressional District.
Visit https://www.census.gov/mycd/

What is the Hungarian population in
your district? In your state?
Who are you representatives?
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Legislation (cont.)
When wanting change for a certain issue the following approaches yield the
best results:

01
Writing personalized
letters
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02
Making phone calls

03
Outreach through
social media
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Tips to Remember
When contacting
representatives
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Call Washington offices instead of local government office
a. Congress operates in Washington, DC from Tuesday - Thursday
Always leave your contact info - remember to ask for a response from the legislator
and develop a relationship with the legislative assistant who is responsible for any
of our given issues (usually foreign policy and geographical issues)
Ask for their email - (website forms are not always effective forms of outreach)
Reference HHRF as constituents
An elected official with different views from yours shouldn’t deter you from
contacting them about an issue.

As a Community Leader
1.
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Invite representatives to your local events, memorials, holiday celebrations.
a. Keeping a relationship with them outside of issues creates a good and
trustworthy community.
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Social Media

Raise Awareness & Create Change

Twitter

Many legislators, politicians,
advocacy leaders voice their
missions on Twitter. Get their
attention: tag, retweet,
hashtag.

TikTok
Youth activists and
organizers bring attention
to issues via TikTok. This is
a great tool in getting
young people interested in
issues.
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Facebook
They also have Facebook
pages where you may
contact them through
comments, posts, or
messaging.

Other

Always see where else you
can raise awareness for
issues. For example, Quora
has many people asking
questions that you just
might know the answer to!

The future is yours!

hhrf.org

facebook

instagram

email

twitter

Twitter
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What else can we
do on the local level?
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Review of Tips for the Community
1.

As a community leader it’s important to have a personal connection to local
government and representatives. Better to not wait for an “emergency
situation” to create a relationship. You can have an everyday relationship by;

a.
b.
c.

inviting them to holidays like March 15
Help the speech writer with notes that can be used for that occasion
Attend a lecture or speech they’re doing somewhere else to keep the
relationship alive

2.

Knowing how many Hungarians live in your district is important to know
a.
it enhances constituent's authority
b. The legislator may think that number is high!

3.

Use what you just learned about the legislative process, lobbying, and social
media to your advantage within your local community.
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What can we do?
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Introduction
to a
Current issue

Go for it!
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The Benes Decrees of Slovakia
❏

The Beneš decrees date back to World War II in Czechoslovakia, and were laws
drafted and issued by President Edvard Beneš during the German occupation.

❏

Both Germans and Hungarians who either had ancestors from Czechoslovakia
or settled during the German occupation were expelled, had their citizenship
revoked, and lost their property.

❏

The decrees were never repealed and are used to this day to conﬁscate
property from Hungarians living in modern day Slovakia.

❏

Through 2019 and 2020 a total of 1,000 plots and 400 deeds of ownership of
Hungarian-inhabited land were classiﬁed as state-owned. Many lawsuits and
legal reviews have been initiated in an attempt to ﬁght back and legally review
the conﬁscations.
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The Benes Decrees (cont.)
An article written by Balázs Tárnok titled “Why
Is Ethnic Discrimination Still Legal in
Slovakia?” The country’s retroactive
application of a World War II-era law
disenfranchises people with German and
Hungarian ancestry” goes into more detail
about this issue:
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Another article by Balázs Tárnok
titled “The U.S. Ignores Human
Rights Abuses in Slovakia at Its
Own Peril” Foggy Bottom’s latest
report on human rights abuses in
Slovakia omits worrisome realities.
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Let’s write!
#EradicateBenesDecrees

A letter!

A Tweet!

A phone call
script!

#HHRF

Let’s grab their attention about this issue!
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Things to remember
Do you know what helps you make your point
clear?
●
●
●
●

Keep it simple
Organize your ideas clearly
Mention why this needs their attention and
what they can do
Speciﬁcally mention/copy HHRF on any
correspondence/conversation as the
resource the Congressperson should use
on issues

The United States and the international community
should encourage Slovakia to ﬁnally abolish the Benes
Decrees. Keeping alive such conﬂicts of the past can
easily fuel ethnic tensions in the 21st century. It could
even provide an excuse for nationalists to disrupt the
peace of Europe that the United States and broader
West worked so hard to create.
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Things to remember
Legislator should:
●

tell State Department about Benes issue
and ask them to raise it with, take action
vis-a-vis their counterparts in Slovakia

●

reach out to Slovak Ambassador
him/herself directly

●

can sponsor a resolution on the issue,
circulate a public letter among colleagues
on this issue addressed to either Secretary
of State or Head of Slovak government.
You can include HHRF in the follow up
here.
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What’s Next?
❏

Engage with your community and your government leaders to support
Hungarians and their rights both here and overseas

❏

Use social media to your advantage in your advocacy endeavors

❏

Keep up-to-date with any and all issues pertaining to the plight of
Hungarian minority groups. Follow along on our website, our social media
platforms, and sign up for our newsletter so that you are always in the
loop!

❏

Make your voice heard!
Note: We only contact supporters & call on them for action when it is VERY
important. We are very cognizant of how valuable everybody's time is!
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Visit our
website!
www.hhrf.org
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Thanks!
Concerns?
Questions?

Say hello!

Do you have any questions?

United States
120 East 90th Street,
Suite 5D, New York, NY 10128
tel: 1 212 289 5488
e-mail: info@hhrf.org

facebook.com/hungarian
humanrightsfoundation
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Thank you
From the HHRF Team

