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Polish Tourists Assaulted by Rumanian Border Guards 
 
 Last night, the border-crossing at Biharpüspök (Episcopia Bihor) 
witnessed a tumultuous scene, according to the Polish news agency PAP 
and the testimony of a Polish citizen who is undergoing treatment at 
the outpatient clinic of Budapest's National Emergency Service. 
 According to a foreign affairs officer of the Polish Embassy in 
Budapest, it seems that the injured Pole, who did not give his name to 
the press, was traveling as a tourist to Rumania on the Balt Orient 
Express, when Rumanian border guards took him and thirty of his 
compatriots off the train and into the customs building, where the 
guards beat them. 
 Earlier reports from official Polish sources indicate that the 
victim, who was not alone, was locked into a room into which tear gas 
was sprayed. The choking Pole (or Poles) damaged the door trying to get 
out; the border guards charged them 2000 lei in damages, and would not 
let them out and send them back to Hungary until they paid. 
 According to the Polish Embassy, the Polish citizen who reported 
the incident was not in adequate condition to accurately describe what 
had happened. He had visible injuries, including open cuts on his arm. 
 The physician on duty at the National Emergency Service said 
today that the victim's injuries -- mostly to his arms, legs and back -
- were serious, and would take more than a week to heal. It is still 
unclear how many people suffered from this latest Rumanian atrocity, 
because the other victims have not been reached. As Polish citizens, 
they are not required to report to Hungarian officials until 30 days 
after their entry into the country. Thus, neither the National Office 
for the Control of Foreigners nor the Foreign Ministry could provide 
further details on the incident. The Ministry for Internal Affairs, 
however, relying on information from Hungarian border guards, informed 
the Polish Embassy that the Balt Orient Express train taking the 
victims back to Hungary had carried 167 Polish citizens in addition to 
more than 400 Hungarian citizens. 
 The reaction of Polish officials here indicates that they 
consider this a serious incident. This is all the more likely 
considering that in spite of important social differences between the 
two countries, Polish-Rumanian relations had been untroubled, and 
openly harsh criticism has come about only recently, in connection with 
Poland's new Solidarity-led government. This newest incident may 
indicate that Rumania intends to put pressure on Warsaw by restricting 
the Poles' traditional shopping/tourist trips to Rumania. 




