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Effects of Abortion Law in Rumania 

 
 The Rumanian regime compels women between the ages of 15 and 45 
to undergo periodic pregnancy examinations. In factories and other 
institutions where woman employees are easily documented, officials can 
conduct these examinations with the utmost efficiency: every month or 
two, they order the women in for gynecological exams, ignoring even the 
most basic rules of hygiene. In several instances, doctors examined all 
the women at a factory using a single glove. Women who refuse to 
undergo this degrading and dangerous procedure risk being fired. We 
have heard of cases (at examinations at the University of Kolozsvár 
(Cluj), for one) in which gynecologists completed the procedure without 
any gloves at all, or at best using ordinary plastic wrap. 
 Pregnancy tests confront women at every turn. Before taking X-
rays for any reason (a medical exam is required for getting a job or 
applying to college, for example), a mandatory gynecological 
examamination must certify that the patient is not pregnant before X-
rays are taken. Thus, for women, a dental X-ray begins at the 
gynecologist. In one case, a woman brought to the emergency room with a 
broken leg was sent to the gynecologist and then for X-rays before 
getting a cast. 
 In Rumania, all normal methods of birth control (pills, condoms) 
are illegal. Women often resort to "home remedies" to end unwanted 
pregnancies, since the government has made abortion a crime. According 
to Rumanian law, every woman between 15 and 45 is obligated to give 
birth if she conceives a child. Exceptions are considered only if the 
woman is seriously ill or if she has five living children. The 
committee that decides on granting exceptions comprises five members: 
two gynecologists, one lawyer, one policeman and one secretary. Women 
who must go to the hospital as a result of a botched illegal abortion 
are subjected to harsh interrogation before getting medical help. This 
cruel law has caused several known deaths: Magdolna Dénes, a mother of 
six from the Kovászna (Covasna) County village of Hilib, and Elena Pop 
of Kézdivásárhely (Tirgu Secuiesc) are two victims. The most serious 
cases end up in Bucharest's Funden hospital, where between 10 and 20 
women die every day of complications from illegal abortions. 
 In desperation, some women have induced on themselves the 
symptoms of terminal illnesses to try to persuade the committee to let 
them terminate a pregnancy. One woman could get an abortion only after 
she removed bone marrow to convince the committee that she had acute 
leukemia. 
 Doctors who give medical aid to women before determining whether 
or not the abortion was artificially induced, risk losing their jobs 
and may be sent to prison. 




