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The Circumstances behind a Hungarian Diplomat's 
Expulsion from Bucharest 

 
 Officials in Hungary condemned the expulsion of Károly Györfi, 
Hungary's trade attache in Bucharest, as a "willful provocation." In 
its statement, however, the Hungarian leadership made no mention of the 
circumstances surrounding the Rumanian authorities' unusual and harsh 
action. 
 On the eve of the massive Budapest demonstration on June 27, 
Bucharest informed the Hungarian leadership that if the protest in 
Hungary did indeed take place, diplomatic relations between the two 
countries would suffer. To substantiate these warnings, Bucharest 
recalled its ambassador to Hungary, Nicolae Veres (not of Hungarian 
origin, despite his Hungarian-sounding name.) Following the 
demonstration, the embassy was administered by Ioan Chira, who 
previously, as a Securitate (Rumanian secret police) agent and leader 
of the Nagyvárad (Oradea) censorship office "Cultura," had for years 
energetically promoted the destruction of Hungarian culture in that 
particularly tradition-rich city. 
 A few days after the demonstration, Rumanian leader Nicolae 
Ceausescu himself declared, "We must examine whether the necessary 
preconditions exist for an embassy in Budapest." Shortly thereafter the 
Hungarian consulate in Kolozsvár (Cluj) was expelled. Simultaneously, 
Ceausescu summoned Veres from Budapest, whom he held personally 
responsible for "fascist bandits in Budapest organizing anti-Rumanian 
and anti-socialist demonstrations." Reliable sources claim that Veres 
had a heart attack and died instantly. His funeral in Marosvásárhely 
(Tirgu Mures) took place amid the greatest secrecy, and his family was 
only allowed to insert a delayed death notice in the paper. 
 Afterwards, the Securitate began to spread rumors that the 
ambassador was killed by fascist bandits who broke into the Rumanian 
embassy in Budapest. The head of the School of Medicine in Kolozsvár 
called a meeting of Party members and had his colleagues sign a 
petition to the leadership in Bucharest, demanding that "the recently 
closed Hungarian consulate in Kolozsvár not be reopened, in view of the 
aggressive actions taken against the Rumanian embassy in Budapest." 
 The position of Rumanian Ambassador to Hungary was not filled 
until October, when Traian Pop was installed. Pop immediately made a 
number of official visits, including one to Hungarian Communist Party 
President János Kádár, and warned against another demonstration. 
Meanwhile, Securitate agents became active in Budapest. Cars bearing 
Bucharest license plates began shadowing political refugees from 
Rumania, trying to provoke a Hungarian countermeasure -- which has not 
succeeded. At this point, Györfi was arrested and expelled from Rumania 
-- obviously intended as a provocation against Hungary before the eyes 
of the country and the world. The diplomat was also accused of having 
distributed anti-Rumanian flyers. 
 As a result, Bucharest has intensified the oppression of 
Transylvanian Hungarians, and now takes every opportunity to compromise 
or provoke Hungary, even to the extent of taking a Hungarian diplomat 
prisoner. Bucharest observers noted that the Ceausescu regime's 
decades-old campaign to forcibly assimilate the Hungarian minority has 
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been exacerbated recently by another element: Ceausescu's growing 
anxiety over the course of political reform in Hungary -- strongly 
supported not only in the West, but increasingly by the Soviet Union as 
well -- carrying with it the possibility that this reform could 
threaten the totalitarian policies of the Rumanian leadership. 
 
  




