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The So-Called "Community Development" Plans of Rumania: 
A Summary 

 
 During recent months, a national campaign for the reorganization 
of communities in Rumania has begun. County councils were given short 
deadlines to develop plans to implement the radical, centrally planned 
conceptions. Press reports indicate that if these plans are realized, 
not only will they have a serious impact on Rumania's economy, 
environment and society, but will cause large-scale destruction of 
historical and artistic landmarks. 
 According to an announcement in the June 5th issue of the 
Hungarian-language Igazság* and the Rumanian-language Faclia of Kolozs 
(Cluj) county, the main elements of the current policy focus on 
increasing the land area available for agriculture and modernizing the 
existing network of communities. Before the year 2000: 
(1) the number of rural communities must be significantly reduced; and 
(2) towns and cities must be developed vertically, by constructing 
multi-story apartment complexes and communal services within urban 
centers. 
 For the villages, this means that before the end of the century, 
communities deemed unable to develop must be gradually concentrated 
into areas that are "able to develop economically," where two- or 
three-story structures will be built to house the "total population of 
these settlements." "Dwellings outside the zones designated for such 
construction" -- that is, the rest of the village -- will be eliminated 
and their residents moved into the newly built apartment complexes. If 
these plans are realized, all rural communities will be utterly 
destroyed, since villages judged "able to develop" will be replaced, 
while the rest will be destroyed. In Kolozs county alone, the number of 
settlements in the first category is 133, and of those in the second 
group is 172. 
 As for the towns and cities: "The planned apartment complexes 
must be built exclusively in the cities' central districts, in order to 
significantly reduce the amount of land used for residential areas." 
This requirement can be satisfied only if the historical central 
districts in the cities are partly or completely demolished. According 
to reports, plans to this effect have been made recently in Kolozsvár 
(Cluj), Nagyvárad (Oradea) and Marosvásárhely (Tirgu Mures). 
 This development will result in an additional 7,800 hectares of 
agricultural land in Kolozs county. This figure clearly illustrates the 
great extent of proposed demolition. (In a village, the developed area 
ranges from 60 to 200 hectares.)   
According to the "Consolidation Law" that serves as the basis for these 
measures, the people's council in Kolozs county has decided: 
(1) to prepare the central organizational plans for all cities and 
proposed settlement centers by June 30, 1987; 
(2) to formulate detailed operative plans by November 30; 
(3) to develop detailed plans by June 30 for the new centers of the 
following communities: Boncida, Alsószentmihályfalva, Kelecel, 
Páncélcseh, Mócs, Cege, Csucsa, Várfalva, Kolozs, Nagykapus, Gorbó, 
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Kissebes, Aranyoslóna, Szék, Tordatúr, Egerbegy, Körösfô and Kisbánya; 
and 
(4) to accelerate the construction already begun in the town centers. 
 Half of the communities listed in point (3) have a sizeable or 
majority Hungarian population, with patterns of settlement and 
architectural and folk traditions reaching back to the Middle Ages. 
 Obviously, these plans will not be fully implemented, but even 
the early stages of their realization could result in the mass 
destruction of Hungarian and, almost certainly, of German urban and 
rural landmarks in Transylvania. Serious concern appears increasingly 
warranted if one also considers Rumania's current urban building 
practices, which completely disregard not only the internationally 
accepted guidelines for protecting historical and cultural values, but 
also the earlier, honorable traditions established by Rumanians in 
preserving their landmarks. 
 It should be pointed out that in 1977, a sudden directive from 
the president abolished the Rumanian office responsible for the 
protection of landmarks (Directia Monumentelor Istorice); since then, 
this field has been entirely neglected. There is neither money nor 
personnel allotted for this purpose in the budget of the ministry 
overseeing construction. Even the university-level training of relevant 
specialties (art history, archeology) has been discontinued. 
 The official view in Rumania attributes objections to the 
"modernization" plans to "certain circles" wishing to delay Rumania's 
development by raising the minority issue. This view was also aired by 
one of the speakers at the meeting of the so-called Hungarian and 
German Nationality Workers Councils (which convened on February 26, 
1987, in connection with the publication in Hungary of History of 
Transylvania.) 
 The above-cited article from a Kolozsvár daily concludes with the 
following: "The executors of the community development plans must do 
their utmost to ensure that everything we accomplish in this important 
stage of building socialism be long-lasting and reflect our deep sense 
of responsibility for the future and happiness of coming generations." 
This is not merely a flowery expression; rather, it expresses the size 
of the proposed changes, as well as their nationalistic character. 
 It is clear from the above that -- aside from the fact that they 
will be harmful for all of Rumanian society -- the efforts connected 
with the reorganization of settlements will greatly damage the cultural 
heritage of the country's Hungarian minority and Hungarian culture as a 
whole.   
Ethnic German culture in Rumania would be similarly affected. 
 It is to be expected that international public opinion will take 
note of these plans before they are implemented. Significantly, Mikhail 
Gorbachov publicly and distinctly condemned such "modernizing" efforts 
during his visit to Bucharest in May 1987. 
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* (V. Trifa, "Raising the Standards in Settlement Consolidation," 
Igazság, (The daily of the Kolozs county branch of the Rumanian 
Communist Party), June 5, 1987. 




