
HUNGARIAN PRESS OF TRANSYLVANIA 
 

 
Release No. 120/1987          Brasso (Brasov)-Bucharest, November 21, 1987 
 
 

The Brasso Disturbances and their Consequences 
 
 On November 15, the day of local Council elections, several thousand protesters 
demonstrated against the Ceausescu regime in Brasso (Brasov).  The crowd marched on the 
local Party and County Council headquarters, ransacking offices and assaulting Party 
functionaries.  In the city's main square, demonstrators trampled and ripped apart 
portraits of Nicolae Ceausescu, the country's leader;  they painted anti-regime slogans on 
buildings;  and broke store windows. 
 
 On the November 14, workers from the Steagul Rosu (Red Flag) tractor factory broke 
several machines on the assembly floor in protest of the management's order that they work 
through the evening shift to fulfill their quota.  It should also be noted that the 
factory's workers have not received their wages.  For the past 3 months, these workers 
have not been paid and some divisions have received only a fraction of their wages.  
Moreover, in early summer, the workers had been informed that 30-40% of them would be 
dismissed in the near future due to rationalization. 
 
 On the morning of the 15th, workers who had been transported by bus to a nearby 
school to vote, knocked over the recepticle for the ballots and broke the windows of the 
school with rocks.  The crowd of 300 started to move towards the city after a teacher 
asked them to stop breaking the windows because the children would freeze the next day in 
the already unheated classrooms.  They sang a 19th century Rumanian national song, 
Desteapta-t romane, and by the time they reached the center of town, their numbers had 
swelled to between 3 and 4,000. 
 
 According to reports, the Securitate at party headquarters had immediately informed 
Bucharest, but incorrectly reported 30,000 protesters.  The Ministry of Interior then 
tried to mobilize the army to quell the protest because the police were scattered 
throughout the city and countryside, insuring uneventful elections.  Once Bucharest 
learned that only 3-4,000 people were demonstrating, it instructed the county police to 
use its own forces in dealing with the situation. 
 
 The command removed all the weapons from the few hundred police who arrived 2 hours 
later so that they wouldn't fall into the hands of the demonstrators.  Instead, water 
canons and tear-gas grenades were used to break up the demonstration.  The crowd was 
forced into the side streets and disbanded within half an hour, and the Securitate 
instantly sealed the city. 
 
 On Monday, those commuting into the city to work were either turned back or were 
warned to keep silent about the incident or what they saw.  In Brasso, as few as 90, and  
as high as 2,000 arrests were reported;  but reliable sources in Bucharest claim that 
about 400 were arrested on Monday and the following 4 days. 
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 According to reliable sources in Bucharest, the number of those arrested on Monday 
and the following 4 days is probably 400.  Those apprehended were taken to Bucharest and 
brutally beaten.  Information received from these same sources and from involved families 
reveals that presently no political charges have been raised;  most of the arrested are 
charged with vandalism and hooliganism. 
 
 Moreover, most of the demonstrators were ethnic Rumanians, although the number of 
Germans arrested exceeds the number of those who demonstrated.  The number of Hungarians 
was insignificant. 
 
 Clean up of the city began immediately, and by the next day, the slogans had already 
disappeard from the houses in the main square, and two meters of the party headquarter's 
facade were replastered.  Interior repairs in the party and council headquarters and other 
buildings still continues. 
 
 Presently, Brasso is calm.  Since November 15, the electricilty has not been cut 
off;  even the streets are lit at night --  obviously for security reasons.  More goods 
are available in the stores than before the demonstration.  Additional Securitate units 
arrived in Brasso and the local army units are on alert.  At several locations in the 
city, such as on Postavului Street, a water canon is still in place. 
 
 Several times during the past 10 years Rumania's population has expressed its 
disgust with the regime.  In 1977, more than 30,000 miners went on strike in the Zsil 
(Jiu) valley. 
 
 In 1984, the statue of Mihai Viteazul, a symbol of the hated regime, was blown up in 
Sepsiszentgyorgy (Sfintul Gheorghe) -- in the heart of the Szekely region. 
 
 In 1985, disturbances in the German-Swabian villages of the Bansag (Banat) occured 
because of the compulsory surrender of agricultural products to the authorities. 
 
 In 1986, there were more than a dozen workers' strikes in Transylvanian cities such 
as Kolozsvar (Cluj), Torda (Turda) and Erzsebetvaros (Dumbraveni). 
 
 The demonstration in Brasso is part of this process and is understandable when 
viewed in this context. 
 
 According to unconfirmed reports, railway workers in Brasso have announced that they 
will strike if those arrested are not released before a specific deadline. 
                                                                           




