
HUNGARIAN PRESS OF TRANSYLVANIA 
 

 
Release No. 116/1987                            Budapest, November 3, 1987 
 
 

The Bethlen Prizes Were Handed Out 
 
(From our correspondent) 
 
 This year's Bethlen Prizes were handed out during ceremonies held at 6 PM on November 
2, 1987 in the main hall of the Buda Castle. 
 
 The posthumous prize awarded to T. Attila Szabó of Kolozsvár (Cluj) was received by 
his son, T. Ádám Szabó, who lives in Budapest.  The award-speech was made by László 
Vekerdi. 
 
 The Polish poet Zbigniew Herbert -- who was unable to attend due to his severe 
illness -- was represented by Tadeusz Szima, editor of Tygodnik Powszechny (Cracow.)  The 
award-speech was made by the poet Sándor Csoóri. 
 
 The third honoree, Károly Király, was also unable to receive his prize in person:  
Rumanian authorities have for years refused to grant this outstanding dissident politician 
of Transylvania's ethnic Hungarians a passport.  His prizes, which include 50,000 forints, 
a diploma and a plaquette designed by Gábor Fekete, were placed in a trusteeship by the 
Foundation's board of directors.  The achievements of Károly Király were lauded in a 
speech made by Lajos Fur. 
 
 T. Attila Szabó (1907-1987) was first noted for his essays and writings in the areas 
of linguistic and cultural history.  In 1940 he was named professor at the University of 
Kolozsvár (Cluj), but during the 1950s he was removed from that post for political 
reasons.  He has been considered the founder of the "Kolozsvár school of linguistic 
theory."  Until  now, four volumes of what he considered his life-work, the Hungarian 
Historical-Morphological Dictionary of Transylvania, have been published.  In the recent 
years, Rumanian authorities have obstructed the publication of the work's further volumes. 
 
 Zbignew Herbert (b. 1924) is one of the outstanding representative of Polish poetry.  
His writings also focused on the turning points in the modern history of Hungary, such as 
the 1956 Revolution, and his personal and political behavior always strived to exemplify, 
proclaim and document solidarity among the peoples of Central Europe.  Two of his volumes 
have been published in Hungarian thus far:  the collection of essays titled Framed 
Barbarian (1976) and a volume of his poetry, The Interrogation of An Angel (1979). 
 
 Károly Király (b. 1930) made a spectacular political career and became member of the 
Rumanian Politburo's Executive Committee, before he started criticizing the ethnic 
policies of the Bucharest government in 1972, and turned completely against those policies 
in 1977.  He was subsequently removed from his public functions, placed under temporary 
house arrest, and there have been several attempts made on his life. 
 
 Radio Kossuth of Budapest gave a detailed account of the award ceremony at 10pm on 
November 2. 
                                                                           




