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This Year, the Number of Applicants to the Roman Catholic Theological 
Seminary Was Regulated by a Diocesan Decree 

 
 In accordance with the 1986/1987 decree of Dr. Antal Jakab, the Bishop of 
Gyulafehérvár (Alba Iulia), twenty-five students are permitted to enroll at the Roman 
Catholic Seminary this year.  This is nine more than the number admitted last year, and 
fifteen more than what the authorities planned to allow. 
 
 From the point of view of admission, the composition of the first-year class is as 
follows: 
 
 -- admitted were fourteen persons, ten of whom are required to complete their 
military obligation this year, while the other four may begin their studies; 
 
 -- also starting this year are 16 persons who were admitted last year, but were, in 
the meanwhile, required to complete their military obligation; 
 
 -- included in a special diocesan decree and also starting this year are five persons 
who last year were advised (under the official pretext of space shortage) to go elsewhere. 
 
 In 1985 -- as part of the seeming concessions made to the Vatican -- Bucharest asked 
the bishop of Gyulafehérvár (Alba Iulia) to state in a memorandum:  Annually how many 
seminarians would be needed to assure the clergy's replacement in Transylvania?  Dr. Antal 
Jakab indicated twenty-five as the required number, and Bucharest ignored this ever since.  
In 1986, officials allowed only sixteen persons to enroll at the Gyulafehérvár (Alba 
Iulia) Seminary, and this year they allowed sixteen to enter the Seminaries of 
Gyulafehérvár (Alba Iulia) and Iasi combined.  This was the point where the Diocese -- 
referring to the memorandum issued in 1985 -- refused to execute the orders coming from 
Bucharest, and re-established, at least in this area, the autonomy of the Diocese and the 
university. 
 
 During recent years, the leadership of Rumania made every effort to restrict the 
opportunities available to the Roman Catholic Church of Transylvania.  Attempts are also 
made to compel the believers -- who are almost exclusively members of the Hungarian ethnic 
minority -- to adopt a Rumanian-language liturgy.  It has been some time since Bishop 
Jakab was given permission to leave the country.  The representation of the Transylvanian 
church is being taken over by a Catholic bishop from Bucharest, Ioan Robu.  Rumanian 
authorities are trying to influence the Vatican to make Robu a Cardinal, and thus place 
him above the Bishopric of Gyulafehérvár (Alba Iulia). 
                                                                           




