
HUNGARIAN PRESS OF TRANSYLVANIA 
 

 
Release No. 80/1987                      Nagyvárad (Oradea), July 10, 1987 
 
 

The Situation of Rumanian Citizens Who Fled to Hungary 
 
 According to information originating in Budapest, at least 500 Rumanian citizens are 
in Hungary without legal permission from their government. 
 
 Most of them arrived from Rumania with valid passports and, after their tourist 
permits expired, failed to return, hoping for sanctuary in a Western country in the near 
future. 
 
 Several dozens, including some ethnic Rumanians who have neither relatives nor 
friends in Hungary, crossed the border secretly, without valid travel documents.  Now, an 
unofficial human rights organization, set up to aid Transylvanian refugees, provides them 
with emergency shelter and job opportunities. 
 
 Most of the illegal border-crossings take place between Nagyvárad (Oradea) and 
Nagykároly (Carei), and near the city of Arad.  On the Rumanian side of these border-
sections, a heightened state of readiness is in effect, complete with standing orders to 
shoot.  The Hungarian border guard units established a 20-kilometer deep region along the 
border, within which they increased the surveillance of pedestrian and road traffic in 
order to have better control over those who illegally entered the country. 
 
 The status of the refugees in Hungary is very difficult, because opportunities to aid 
them are scarce.  The embassies of Austria and Sweden refuse to issue them entry permits;  
it is illusionary to hope for opportunities for crossing the Austrian border or for flying 
to Sweden.  The refugees also face the serious risk that Hungarian authorities will deport 
them to Rumania. 
 
 We wish to reiterate that each week between January and April of 1987, Hungarian 
authorities turned 6-8 refugees over to Rumanian police at the !rtánd-Bors crossing-point.  
This practice was only suspended -- temporarily -- when it was revealed that Rumanian 
authorities brutally beat up all of the persons thus returned to them, and then used 
emergency proceedings to imprison them for one-and-a-half to three years.  We know of at 
least two concrete cases of Rumanian police units fatally beating thus repatriated 
refugees. 
 
 As part of the background, we note that between June 1985 and October 1986, Hungarian 
authorities enabled Rumanian citizens visiting Hungary to continue their journeys to 
Western countries with which Rumania had a no-visa-required agreement.  During this 
period, at least 16,000 Rumanian citizens, among them some 12,000 ethnic Hungarians from 
Transylvania, were able to escape. 
                                                                           




