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The Originally Hungarian-language Institute of Medicine 
and Pharmacology in Marosvásárhely will Cease to Exist. 

There will be No More Admissions at Either Faculty this Year 
 
 Established in Kolozsvár (Cluj) after World War II, the Institute was the medical 
school of the Bolyai University of Arts and Sciences, under the rectorship of Prof. Lajos 
Csögör.  In 1948, with reforms in higher education, the school ceceeded from the Bolyai 
University.  It moved to Marosvásárhely because, among other reasons, it had to give its 
buildings to the Rumanian Medical University returning from Nagyszeben (Sibiu), and became 
an independent Institute of Medicine and Pharmacology.  The first rector here was Lajos 
Csögör, who was arrested the following year along with other members of the Hungarian 
intelligentsia and several leading personalities of the Hungarian People's Alliance, 
namely Gyárfás Kurkó, Edgár Balogh, József Méliusz, János Demeter and Lajos Jordáki.  
Falsely charged, they languished in prison for many years. 
 
 Initially, outstanding professors from Hungary also taught at the Institute, but 
most were forced to leave after shorter-longer stays.  Since they established Hungarian 
medicine and pharmacology in Rumania and enhanced the Institute's reputation, their names 
are worth noting.  They are:  Dezso Miskolczy, a visiting neurologist and pscychiatrist 
here;  László Haranghy, pathologist;  Dezso Klimkó, surgeon;  István Környei, neurologist;  
Gyula Putnoky, bacteriologist;  István Kropecser, anatomist;  Konrád Beöthy, forensic 
professor;  Ferenc Obál, etiologist and physiologist;  György Gyori, obstetrician and 
gynocologist;  and Vince Vendégh, eye-ear-throat specialist who died in Marosvásárhely 
(Tirgu Mures).  Professor Miskolczy remained for the longest time, returning to Hungary in 
1964. 
 
 However, at the begining of the sixties, curtailment of Hungarian-language 
instruction began here also.  In 1959, the Bolyai University was "united" with the 
Rumanian Babes University in Kolozsvár.  As the Institute of Medicine in Marosvásárhely 
could not be merge with any institution, a Rumanian section was created.  Gradually, 
Rumanians replaced Hungarians in official positions, while the students, traditionally, 
remained Hungarian.  Graduating doctors were forced to accept positions in the almost 
exclusively Rumanian inhabited counties of Moldavia, that is Botosány (Botosani), Bákó 
(Bacau) and Vráncsa (Vrancea).  At the same time, graduates of the Medical University in 
Iasi who are mainly Rumanian, were placed in the predominately Hungarian inhabited county 
of Hargita (Hargitha).  Only doctors from Bucharest were employed in the primarily 
Hungarian county of Kovásza (Covasna). 
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 Due to the relentless pressure, many of the leading professors were eventually 
forced to flee the Institute, indeed even the country.  Among them were:  Ferenc Gyergyai, 
pathologist;  András Antalffy, teacher of pathology;  István Krébsz, radiologist;  László 
Róna, professor of internal medicine;  Gyula Szigethy, principal assistant of internal 
medicine;  Miklós Csíki, principal assistant of surgery;  Csaba Csíki, principal assistant 
of psychiatry;  László Nebel, anatomist;  Imre Lax, radiologist;  Imre Herman, internist;  
József Szentpéteri, anatomist.  Their expertise is proven by successful careers in 
Hungary, West Germany, Israel and elsewhere.  We did not list the names of those young 
assistant professors who left Rumania and have made names for themselves in Hungary and 
other parts of the world. 
 
 The Rumanianization of the Institute has continued unabaited.  Today, all key 
positions are held by Rumanians:  Dr. Velerian Bancu is the dean, Dr. Simu the assistant 
dean;  the party secretary is Nicolauescu, and Dr. Cotoi is the deacon of the merged three 
faculties.  Even the secretary of the youth organization, KISZ, is an ethnic Rumanian 
female student. 
 
 However, because the Institute of Medicine and Pharmacology was established as a 
Hungarian institution, its existence is frustrating.  If there are no more admissions this 
year, then the extinction of the Institute is at hand.  It is said that an officers 
training corps has just moved into the main building.  It is widely known that during the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, a cadet school operated in the impressive building, and after 
the Dictate of Trianon, the occupying Rumanian forces established a military high school 
there.  A new officers training corps in Marosvásárhely, despite claims of disarmament and 
talk of a reduction in the military budget, will replace the "mixed" Institute of Medicine 
and Pharmacology in the once "Székely capitol" with a substantial body of pure Rumanians. 
                                                                           




