
HUNGARIAN PRESS OF TRANSYLVANIA 
 
Release No. 54/1987                              Bucharest, March 28, 1987 
 
 

Decision to Attack Hungary Was Made 
at January Central Committee Meeting 

 
 Recent information indicates that the propaganda secretaries and certain 
Transylvanian editors were assembled for a meeting organized by the Central Committee of 
the Rumanian Communist Party.  The meeting outlined the Hungarian leadership's attitude, 
specifically its objections to the human rights policies of the Ceausescu regime and to 
the state terror used against Transylvania's Hungarians. These issues were outlined in a 
memorandum brought before the most recent meeting of ideological secretaries of the 
members of the Warsaw Pact Organization.  In response to these objections the Rumanians 
retaliated primarily with accusations and slander, without arguments.  Nor did they 
mention "The History of Transylvania," a three-volume work recently published in Budapest. 
 
 Conversely, at this very meeting, a meeting of the so-called Hungarian Nationality 
Workers' Council, at which a written attack against Hungary would be composed.  A list of 
speakers, principles and positions was compiled. 
 
 On February 26 and 27, the Hungarian Nationality Workers' Council held its meeting, 
in accordance with the above prescribed directives.  While at least two participants, 
András Dancsuly and Lajos Demély, refused to speak, Lajos Létay, editor-in-chief of the 
Kolozsvár (Cluj) literary publication Utunk, wished to speak in order to demonstrate his 
well-known loyalty to Ceausescu, but was not given the opportunity since he had not been 
pre-selected to speak at the January meeting of the Central Committee. 
 
 Whereas the January Central Committee meeting in Bucharest dealt with the Hungarian 
government's memorandum to the recent ideological discussion of Warsaw Treaty 
Organization, the February nationality congress attacked only the publication of the book 
"The History of Transylvania."  Perhaps Bucharest still hesitates to make a frontal attack 
on the entire Hungarian government, because Rumania was the only country at the Warsaw 
Pact meeting to assail Hungary, an offensive as seen by the other member nations. 
                                                                           




