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Additional Details Leaked Concerning the Meeting of the 
Hungarian Nationality Workers' Council 

 
 Several participants at the February 26-27, 1987 meeting of the so-called Hungarian 
Nationality Workers' Council reported that they were treated like hostages by the security 
organs. 
 
 Those delegates who were forced in advance to make speeches, condemning Hungary, 
were separated from the others.  While no one received any food, most of the participants 
were allowed to purchase their own, but those selected to speak could not leave their 
rooms and sat through the program on empty stomach because the cafeteria of the conference 
was opened only minutes before Ceausescu arrived, at which time no one was allowed to 
stand in line for food. 
 
 On the evening of the 25th, those selected to speak received the text of their 
speeches, which were written by agents of the Romanian news bureau Agerpres and by 
journalists from the Bucharest publications Saptamina and Contemporanul, as they soon 
realized. 
 
 As we had already reported, one young worker from Kolozsvár (Cluj) refused to read 
the text handed to him and -- as the official report stated -- committed suicide by 
jumping out of the eighth floor of a Bucharest hotel. 
 
 The well-known scientist Lajos Demény, an associate of the Institute of Historical 
Sciences, and András Dancsuly, president of the Kolozs (Cluj) county chapter of the 
Hungarian Nationality Workers' Council and an official of the Kolozsvár University, also 
refused to read the text handed to them. 
 
 Sándor Koppándi, a functionary of the Council for Socialist Culture and Education, 
informed our agency that Éva Jakab, a technician at the "Somesul" knitted-goods factory in 
Kolozsvár, filed a complaint with the municipal party committee because the Romanian press 
heavily falsified the text of her speech, inserting into it crude anti-Hungarian passages.  
As a result, the local newspaper did not publish the text of the speech as it was 
previously published by the [Hungarian-language] newspaper Elore of Bucharest. 
 
 After the February meeting, Erno Rácz, Secretary in charge of economic affairs at 
the Kolozs county chapter of the Rumanian Communist Party, was not confirmed in his 
position.  Thus, for the first time, there is no ethnic Hungarian among the party leaders 
of Kolozs county.  Furthermore, at the meeting of the so-called Hungarian Nationality 
Workers' Council, Rácz rejected the criticism aimed at the Vienna follow-up conference 
concerning Rumania's nationality policies, and suggested that the participants of the 
conference visit Rumania to gain a personal familiarity with the situation there. 
                                                                           




