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Leaflets Circulated in Transylvania Protesting Speeches Made at the 
Meeting of the Hungarian Nationality Workers' Council 

 
 During the meetings of the Hungarian Nationality Workers' Council held recently in 
Bucharest, serious attacks were launched against Hungarians and Hungary.  The regime 
forced several Transylvanian Hungarians to express their loyalty to Bucharest.  Hungarians 
living in Rumania are indignant in response to this new and overt manifestation of the 
Ceausescu regime's chauvinism.  This indignation is voiced by a two-page leaflet recently 
released by Transylvanian intellectuals, the full text of which we publish below. 
 

To the Hungarians Who Spoke at the Meeting of the 
Hungarian Nationality Workers' Council: 

 
 Since we have no other way to reach the public, we have chosen this method for 
condemning the statements you and several members of the so-called Hungarian Nationality 
Workers' Council -- supposedly "representing" two million Hungarians living in Rumania -- 
made on the 26th and 27th of February about our lawful defensive demands and the Hungarian 
government's appropriate concern over our fate.  If the Hungarian Nationality Workers' 
Council were a genuine representative body elected by the Hungarians of Rumania, we could 
address this protest to that political body.  However, the Council is composed entirely of 
yes-men, functionaries, and agents who are completely at the service of the chauvinist 
Rumanian dictatorship, and who can in no way form a genuine body capable of political 
action. 
 
 Since its last meeting held some three years ago, this body has practically ceased 
to exist.  Moreover, the entire issue of national minorities seems to have disappeared, to 
the point that official phraseology has even dropped the expressions, referring instead to 
"non-Rumanian nationalities" that co-inhabit this country.  To suit the delusive goal of 
total homogenization, political texts use only the expression of "a unified Rumanian 
nation."  During the period in question, Rumanian state television dropped its 90 minutes 
of weekly Hungarian-language program, Hungarian-language radio programs were eliminated;  
and the periodical MûvelFdés, numerous folk ensembles, choruses and dance-groups were 
disbanded.  Hungarian, German and other nationality languages books published by Kriterion 
have been reduced to 30 percent of their former number.  The last secondary boarding 
school for Hungarian students was eliminated, and 70 percent of the surviving institutions 
are administered by Rumanians, even if the overwhelming majority of their students are 
Hungarian.  In Hargita (Hargitha) county, where more than 80 percent of the inhabitants 
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are Hungarian, the party leadership includes only one Hungarian secretary.  In the 
Hungarian elementary schools, contrary to the provisions of the law, more and more of the 
subjects are taught in Rumanian, and no Hungarian-language textbooks are published. 
 
 As all of you well know, the Hungarian Nationality Workers' Council has done nothing 
to oppose this ongoing process of oppression.  It did not raise its voice for maintaining 
the needed level of activity in education, textbook-publishing and media-coverage in the 
native tongue.  It made no effort to assign ethnic Hungarian experts to their native 
districts.  It supported no initiative which aimed at gaining respect for the collective 
rights of our nationality.  It defended no one who -- alone or in association with others 
--undertook the struggle for the equality of minorities, and was thus persecuted or even 
suffered a martyr's death. 
 
 It is natural, by contrast, that the genuine representatives of Transylvanian 
Hungarians do not sit in the same room or at the same table with those who strive to 
deprive us of our rights, or with those who treacherously assist in this process.  The 
genuine representatives of our interests can only express themselves publicly in Hungary 
or in the distant West.  At home, they are compelled to remain silent by informants, 
servility, and fear which have been institutionalized throughout Rumania, and by the 
Rumanian Communist Party's centrally sanctified and enforced strategy of maintaining 
animosity among the peoples of Eastern Europe. 
 
 Thus, by selling out the Hungarians of Transylvania, you are also betraying European 
peace, tranquility and its most important human values. 
 
 

(signed) A group of Transylvanian Hungarian intellectuals. 
 
                                                                           




