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The Situation of the Central University Library at Kolozsvár 
 
 Established in 1792 and presently housing three and a half million books and 
publications, the Central University Library at Kolozsvár (Biblioteca Centrala 
Universitara din Cluj Napoca) is a Transylvanian institution which could offer the richest 
documentation of Hungarian history and culture in Rumania and elsewhere.  However, as part 
of its campaign to destroy the relics of Transylvania's Hungarian history, the Bucharest 
government has tried for years to eliminate this library. 
 
 This begun about two decades ago when the authorities ordered the collection of all 
works dealing with the Hungarian Millennial celebrations of 1896 and with historical 
Hungary.  These were labelled as nationalistic writings, thrown out of library windows, 
and either destroyed on the spot, or transported to pulp mills for recycling. 
 
 Later, they eliminated the Régi Magyar Könyvtár (Old Hungarian Library) on the 
second floor, which held 1,428 volumes for research purposes.  Among these were books 
published in Hungary before 1711 and books written by Hungarian authors in foreign 
languages.  Numerous valuable volumes of the collection such as the Cronica Hungarorum 
printed in Augsburg in 1488, were "loaned" to the National Historical Museum (Museul 
National Istoric) in Bucharest.  There is not the slightest hope that these will ever be 
returned. 
 
 The most basic bibliographical volumes -- among them Domokos Kosáry's research 
introduction to the sources of Hungarian historiography and István Monoki's informative 
guide to the Hungarian press and book-publishing of the interwar period -- and the multi-
volume Hungarian literary text-collection have been removed from the open shelves.  Today 
these and numerous other books and periodicals can be perused only with special 
permission. 
 
 Volumes that have been commonly used until now have disappeared from the shelves of 
the reference department.  For instance, the Magyar Néprajzi Lexikon (Hungarian 
Ethnographic Lexicon) published since 1977, and the second volume of the Magyar Értelmezo 
Szótár (Hungarian Ethymological Dictionary) -- probably because it contains the title 
"Erdély" (Transylvania) -- have been removed from the shelves. 
 
 Books from Hungary and foreign Hungarian-language periodicals are first carefully 
checked;  then a large portion of them are not catalogued, thus keeping them from the 
hands of the reader. 
                                                                           




