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Kolozsvár Strikes Caused by Food Shortage and Wage Reductions 
 
 As we have previously reported, in November, workers at several large Kolozsvár 
(Cluj) industrial plants struck because of the restrictions on food items and wage-
cutbacks introduced on November 1.  Employees at certain shops of the Heavy Machine Trust 
(C.U.G.) stopped working because -- under the pretext of "not fulfilling the plan" -- 
their supervisors withheld about 40 percent of their wages.  Part of this plan was the 
construction of an automatic production-line, whose technology was obtained in West 
Germany by Rumanian intelligence agencies, enabling the manufacture of a special artillery 
round.  Reliable sources have reported that this production-line was to be installed in 
the armament factory at Zarnesti-Tohan (Brassó county), and a contract had already been 
signed with Iran and Iraq for the delivery of these artillery rounds, the first shipment 
of which was to be sent by November 15, 1986.  However, since the Kolozsvár factory could 
not handle the job of constructing the production-line, the deal -- at least for now -- 
fell through, resulting in only partial payment for the workers of the trust. 
 
 After the strike, representatives of the party and the police arrived, ready to 
comply with every demand raised by the workers; they even ordered special canteens within 
the plant, in which rarely seen food-items were available.  The workers immediately took 
up work, and we have no knowledge of arrests or police violence. 
 
 Simultaneously, employees in one section of the Kolozsvár Tehnofrig plant had also 
ceased working.  The majority of the section's workers are Hungarians, who marched to the 
plant's court yard in demonstration. Authorities arriving on the scene here, also made 
immediate promises to fulfill all demands; but, after work was resumed, they promptly 
removed the ethnic Hungarian strike leaders from the plant. 
                                                                           




