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Fresh Moves by Ian Robu to Obtain the Gradual Elimination of the Use of  
Hungarian at Roman Catholic Masses and at the Seminary Training 

 
 
 For some time now the Rumanian government has attempted to impose Rumanian as the 
language of the liturgy in Roman Catholic churches in Transylvania, the congregations of 
which are exclusively Hungarians.  At the same time, the government wishes to deprive the 
denomination of the Seminary at Gyulafehérvár (Alba Iulia), which so far has functioned in 
Hungarian as well.  In order to attain its objectives, encouraged by the Vatican's often 
rash and sometimes even Machiavellian undertakings, the government has already ordered 
that Mass be offered in two languages in some churches, even though no one has asked for 
this, except for those who had been ordered to attend from the Government agencies has 
asked for this.  There is all the greater demand for masses in Hungarian, although all 
sorts of limitations are set on these. 
 
 The same purpose was served by last year's appointment of Ioan Robu as Roman 
Catholic bishop of Bucharest, and the attempt to appoint him cardinal over all the Roman 
Catholics of Rumania.  Such a move would entail Rumanian authorities make no effort to 
conceal this objective -- the transfer of the seminary from Gyulafehérvár to Bucharest and 
so, the cessation of training priests in Hungarian. 
 
 We have learned that during the Spring, Ioan Robu, representative of the Bucharest 
government and insisting that he is personally supported by Pope John Paul II, has visited 
several former Greek Catholic priests of Transylvania in Kolozsvár (Cluj), Nagyvárad 
(Oradea), Marosvásárhely (Tirgu Mures), Szászrégen (Reghin), Brassó (Brasov), etc.  He 
asked them not only to heed the initiative from the Vatican to make bilingual masses 
mandatory in the Roman Catholic Churches, but to introduce Rumanian as the language of 
training for priests in order to bring about a so-called "uniform seminary system for 
priests". 
 
 In 1949, Rumanian authorities banned the Greek Catholic denomination which catered 
primarily to Rumanians of Transylvania.  Priests and laymen were forced to join the 
Orthodox church which was proclaimed the "Rumanian religion;"  those who resisted were 
beaten to death or, if lucky, sent into exile. 
 
 The Bucharest government is considering reopening the Greek Catholic Church but only 
if the Greek Catholics help the regime deprive the one million Hungarian Roman Catholics 
of Transylvania of the basic right to practice their religion in their mother tongue. 
                                                                           




