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A Protest by Rev. István Tokés 
 
 István Tokés (born in 1913) is a representative personality of the Reformed Church 
which caters to about half of the two million Hungarians of Transylvania;  the Rumanian 
regime prevented him from becoming bishop for political reasons, in spite of the will of 
the congregation. 
 
 Tokés and his whole family have received their share of the terror affecting all 
inhabitants of Rumania, the minorities in peculiar.  His children, using their rights as 
citizens, appealed to the spiritual leaders of the Hungarians of Transylvania to protest 
in writing to the political leaders of the country, against the growing oppression.  In 
response, their homes have been searched and several of those present were seriously 
harmed. 
 
 One of the reverend's sons, László Tokés, has been deprived of his post as assistant 
pastor at Dés (Dej), though the congregation had expressed their attachement to him 
despite the intimidating attitude of the police.  Although we have recently received news 
that he would be granted a post as pastor at Temesvár (Timisoara), it is possible that the 
authorities want only to mislead domestic and foreign public opinion.  All such decisions 
must be taken with a grain of salt, especially since his wife, a professor, was at the 
same time reassigned to a distant region of the country. 
 
 We remind our readers that the world press has noted several times the extremely 
difficult situation of the Reformed Church of Transylvania.  Scarcelly a year ago, about 
twenty thousand Hungarian-language Bibles, sent as gifts from Western countries, were 
found to have been pulped by the authorities and converted into toilet paper at the paper 
mill of Braila.  Presumably a similar fate awaits historical documents of the church, such 
as registries, which have been steadily confiscated over the years. 
 
 István Tokés, formerly Professor of Theology, and Deputy Bishop, removed as editor-
in-chief of the journal of the Reformed Church of Transylvania, the Református Szemle, 
lives in Kolozsvár, in forced retirement (his address is 37 Bd. Lenin, Cluj).  Our agency 
has reported his fate and his protests on several occasions.  Here, we publish his 
informative appeal which summarizes the experiences of the past years, and which points 
out how certain attitudes adopted in the West as well as in the East toward the Hungarians 
of Transylvania and the situation of the Reformed Church are often invalid, because they 
contribute to legitimizing the present Rumanian regime. 
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Informative Appeal regarding the arbitrariness prevailing in the Reformed Church of 
Rumania;  more particularly, regarding the case of Professor of Theology István 
Tokés, and the case of the elected pastor of Dés, László Tokés. 

 
 1. Volumes would be required to provide all the details, which have already been 
provided elsewhere, more than once.  Bishops and other church leaders tyranically conduct 
the affairs of their parishes:  they commit electoral frauds in the case of pastoral 
elections and votes in the synod;  they publish or give instructions to publish false data 
regarding the history of our church, and its present condition;  they hamper and distort 
the proclamation of the evangile in an astounding manner;  they intimidate pastors;  they 
place obstacles to theological instruction and the maintenance of adequate educational 
standards, as well as against the necessary rate of replacement of ageing pastors -- they 
admit only five or six candidates from among 80 to 90 applicants to the seminary, whereas 
innumerable congregations have to make do without a pastor.  All these acts have led to 
arbitrary rule within the church and this, according to the laws of our church, must be 
regarded as an ex lex situation.  The betrayal of certain church leaders has hampered all 
manifestations of true religion to a tragic extent.  This entails unforeseeable 
consequences, harmful even for society as a whole. 
 
 2. István Tokés (as Professor of Theology, Deputy Bishop, head notary, and editor 
of a journal) and László Tokés (as pastor of Dés) refused to give way to these illegal 
procedures;  they preferred to raise the issue.  They performed their duties in the manner 
prescribed by law, by preaching the Word, by instruction and by publication.  They 
attempted to prevent illegal acts by submitting petitions and memoranda to the 
ecclesiastical bodies (first of all on the subject of the replacement of retired pastors, 
a problem that affects the church most deeply).  In response, Gyula Nagy, the Bishop of 
the diocese of Kolozsvár, removed both of them from their posts.  Although István Tokés is 
ten years younger than Nagy, he was forced to retire four years before the mandatory 
retirement age, and was deprived of his church offices.  The Bishop began disciplinary 
action against László Tokés with the intent to transfer and isolate him.  In spite of 
this, the disciplinary committee acquitted László Tokés of the charges, as the Bishop 
himself was compelled to announce.  A few weeks later, however, the same Bishop, 
neglecting even the appearance of due process, transferred Tokés by fiat.  This obvious 
by-passing of the law could not be accepted by László Tokés;  hence he appealed, as a 
consequence of which he has remained without work for about two years. 
 
 3. Under the circumstances, István Tokés was amply justified in complaining 
against Gyula Nagy, who perpetrated these unlawful acts.  He did this in the hope that an 
examination by the clergy as a whole would finally reveal the arbitrary nature of the acts 
committed by some church leaders, and point out remedies.  The intimidated employees of 
the synod are attempting to misplace the complaint, handed in two years ago and pressed 
several times, in order to let the matter rest. 
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 4. In December 1985, after the circumstances outlined above, István Tokés informed 
the chairmanship of the synod that he considers the Reformed Church of Rumania to be in an 
outlaw state, and that in the future he will do everything possible for the sake of 
obtaining due process and an ecclesiastic solution.  At the same time, he informed the 
Rumanian religious authorities in an appropriate manner.  As to what is involved in doing 
"everything possible;"  it will be revealed only later, under the trusted guidance of the 
Holy Spirit.  It is certain, however, that -- since there is no free church press -- it 
will be necessary to inform the well-meaning but often misguided public at home and 
abroad.  There is no question here of spreading malevolent rumors or of engaging in acts 
of vengeance.  We are striving to provide a situation report in the most objective manner 
possible, supported by documentation, as we have always done, for the sake of finally 
bringing about an evangelical and legal solution. 
 
 5. We do not expect our correligionaires, at home or abroad, to take a one-sided 
stand against the criticized church authorities and on the side of the offended party.  
One-sidedness can never result in an evangelical or legal solution!  The one-sided views 
adopted in the past, no matter on whose side, have proved to be rather harmful.  We must 
emphasize that we are concerned here not simply with personal offenses against a few 
individuals -- something that inevitably occurs in all human and church relations 
regardless of circumstances -- but rather with the arbitrariness that prevails in church 
matters and which deeply affects our religious life!  Thus, we expect our brothers and 
sisters, at home and abroad, perhaps in the name of the ecumenical body -- after all, we 
are the earthly body of Christ -- or as a world federation of the Reformed Church, to 
demand that our complaints be examined according to due process, guided by the will of 
Christ.  In our opinion, this is the only solution under the present catastrophic 
conditions of the church.  According to our information, churches abroad have not taken 
any steps in this direction as yet.  And this is usually justified with the probably well-
meant argument:  "What good would it do if we were to interfere?  We would just make 
matters worse, and we are not able to offer even the slightest assistance."  This "slight 
assistance" then takes a material form -- let there be no misunderstanding, we are very 
grateful for this sacrifice -- but our brothers and sisters must realize that, whether 
they like it or not, they are approving and legitimizing church arbitrariness in this 
manner.  We would most likely starve to death without this help, but if arbitrary acts are 
left unchallenged, that may lead to a liquidation of religious life! 
 
 "Therefore, until an evangelical and lawful decision can be reached, the words of 
the apostle remain valid:  "For there must be also heresies (divisions) among you, that 
they which are approved may be made manifest among you (I Corinthians, Chapter 11, verse 
19)."  This is the least which our fellow-servants at home and abroad must admit. 
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 6. Therefore, everyone should strive, whether with the determination, courage, 
profession of faith, impartiality, sense of responsibility of the prophets and apostles, 
or with the faith of reformers, without paying heed to a Christianity exhausted in 
"protocol" and its false message of peace, to act according to the obligations and 
requirements of the Holy Spirit of Christ and of the Holy Word. 
 
  "These gnawing questions we have raised will be answered in any case (with us, 
without us, or against us) in time to come by the Lord of the Mother Church;  but this 
certitude does not save anyone from the obligation of a "single Body."  Illness must not 
be concealed or treated with false diagnoses, but cured with the help of the sole doctor.  
With Him everything is possible, without Him nothing. 
 
 
  Kolozsvár, April 4, 1986. 
  
  István Tokés, Professor of Theology in forced retirement 
                                                                           




