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HUNGARIANS' DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION FORMED
 
 In December 1984, the Hungarians' Democratic Association was formed by 
representatives of the Hungarian community in Transylvania.  Our news agency has been 
authorized to issue a statement publicizing the following details concerning this 
organization. 
 
 The Hungarians Democratic Association (Madesz) is composed of organized cooperative 
groups opposed to the present Rumanian leadeship.  It is not limited to legal defense, as 
it no longer possible, or even permissable, to speak only about legal defense in Rumania.  
MADESZ intends to function as a political organization.  It seeks to represent the common 
goals of regional groups of Transylvanian Hungarians and to prepare them for the 
undertaking of passive resistance, which -- if they wish to survive -- they can by no 
means fail to consider.  To this end, despite constrained conditions, the representatives 
of this organization plan to publish an underground newspaper. 
 
 MADESZ wishes to outline in this communique the major features of its programme, and 
desires to call to the attention of the international community the increasingly more 
dangerous socio-political situation that characterizes today's Rumania. 
 
 

COMMUNIQUE
 
 1. Current Rumanian society is headed toward political and economic disaster.  The 
leadership strives, by every conceivable means of terror, to silence groups and 
individuals calling for rational and just decisions.  Minority groups are particularly 
singled out for indiscriminate terror, humiliation, and economic explotiation, thus 
rendering them doubly defenseless. 
 
 The national political stance of the so-called Rumanian Communist Party continues to 
become more and more racist.  They put forward a certain historical logic leading to open 
denunciation and undisguised discrimination, while endeavoring to mobilize the majority of 
the national population on the basis of national socialist principles.  Deprivation of 
human rights, and a policy reminiscent of the darkest days of history, cannot be 
considered the private and internal affair of a single country.  For the present Rumanian 
leadership, national sovereignty does not mean social development and naturally evoked 
national honour, but a legal justification and opportunity for the unpunished harassment 
of millions of minority members.  The deterioration of the general situation, together 
with ideological provocations, is continuing to increase the probability of a 
confrontation between aggravated national and minority groups and may even lead, moreover, 
to an international confrontation. 
 



 
 
 
 
 We Hungarians of Transylvania are fully aware of the domain of political realities.  
We do not seek the partitioning of Rumania.  But we do desire a minimal ethnic existence 
that guarantees our physical safety, and we also demand our sovereign right to establish 
and maintain relation with all sectors of the global Hungarian community.  We are the 
largest minority group in Europe, and we demand the restoration of our closed-down schools 
and universities and of our abolished autonomy. 
 
 At the same time, we indignantly protest the provocative and chauvinistic attacks, 
with which the present Rumanian leadership tries its utmost to obliterate the just 
concerns evidenced by Hungary on our behalf.  We also reject any future attacks on the 
part of Rumania to slander Hungary's socio-economic endeavors and reforms, with their 
scarcely concealed objective of disrupting the relative calm of Central-Eastern Europe in 
their search for newer opportunities to justify the acceleration of domestic terrorism, 
oppression and explotation. 
 
 2. Under Ceausescu's dictatorial regime, Rumania has never been sovereign.  It has 
always been the beneficiary and servant of interests foreign to the Rumanian nation, its 
national minorities, and to law and order.  We regretfully confirm that, in many parts of 
the world today, they construe as "sovereignty" Rumania's economic voluntarism, its 
political backwardness, its social oppression, and its unlawful actions towards its 
minorities. 
 
 At the same time, however, we welcome as a highly encouraging development the 
important passage in the declaration of the Hungarian Socialist Workers, Party Congress 
concerning minorities.  We do not regard it as a voluntary right but as a duty -- from the 
perspective of national and legal defense -- which, in our opinion, compels the Hungarian 
Party to take a stand in defense of minorities.  But it is not just this fact alone that 
obligates the party, but also the historical ties which bind together Transylvanian 
Hungarians and the Hungarian nation and which form the basis of our very existence as 
human beings, as well as the documents signed by the Hungarian Party and the state 
leadership at the Helsinki Conference, the provisions of which are, up to now, very rarely 
taken into consideration in unwritten common law. 
 
 3. We have resolved to call into being this Hungarians' Democratic Association for 
the preservation of the vital interests of Transylvanian Hungarians and the defense of 
their political rights, and, furthermore, for the development of a possible democracy in 
Rumania, because we have finally come to realize -- with good reason -- that we can rely 
only upon ourselves for the defense of our physical existence.  We are also aware that we 
can only pursue our tasks underground and have no doubts concerning our political 
limitations.  For this reason, we reserve the right, in the future, to possibly become a 
poltical party or some other similar entity, in the interests of insuring our collective 
and human rights and the preservation of our communal and individual safety.  We hope 
that, by so doing, we can influence those Rumanian forces who recognize that the present 
Rumanian leadership -- and not a politically and nationally isolated minority -- is their 
real adversary.  These forces, seeking the possibility of aligning themselves with us 
could then form their own groups in defense of their sovereign rights and interests. 
 



 
 
 
 
 Our message then to Hungarians living in Transylvania and all over Rumania is this: 
They should endeavor to take an organized political stand.  In these critical moments of 
need, a social movement for legal and personal defense against provocations is 
indispensable.  We ask you to support this by establishing a set of political principles 
based on national solidarity. 
 
 We appeal to you and implore veryone, wherever he lives, committed to democratic 
ideals -- those individuals and institutions who reject the use of violence, to help us 
defend our physical, ethnic, and national existence.  help us in this unequal struggle in 
which the current Rumanian leadership seeks to place obstacles in our path in the form of 
their terroristic, chauvinistic and aggressive actions.  Help us defend the meaning and 
honour of life and democracy in this land where both life and democracy are coming to have 
less and less meaning and even less honour. 
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