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New Reprisals at the Hungarian-Rumanian Border
 
 On the 6th of December 1984 -- the day on which Hungarian Television aired a one-
hour program (the transmission can also be received in Western Transylvanian) on the 
occasion of the centennial of the birth of the Rumanian political figure, Petru Groza, one 
of the most distinguished personalities in Rumanian-Hungarian destiny -- some estimated 70 
Hungarians citizens had to get off the train in Biharpüspöki (Episcopia Bihor) at the 
Rumanian border.  They were denied official entry into Rumania, despite the existing 
agreements in effect between the two countries, which they did not violate.  Until now, 
entries have been denied on the basis of customary grounds, viz., the transporting 
("smugling", so to speak) of meat or books in to Rumanian acquaintances or relatives.  No 
legal pretext was given on this occasion. 
 
 The Hungarian citizens were then herded into a small unheated room, where they spent 
the entire night in total uncertainty.  The next morning they were sent back to Hungary on 
the first train for Budapest. 
 
 On the 7th and 8th of December, a few of the deportees -- despite having just left 
there -- succeeded in crossing the border and carried the news into Transylvanian about 
the circumstances of their deportation. 
 
 Transylvanian observers see a strong connection between the incident that took place 
on the border and the Hungarian programme on Groza.  They regard it as characteristic and 
significant that current Rumanian leadership responded so brutally to a television 
programme based on authentic historical facts, and which, moreover, sought to pay tribute 
to Petru Groza personally and to Rumanian democratic traditions as well.  At the same time 
though, the observers find this nervous reaction understandable, since anything which 
seeks to recall earlier Rumanian democracy in today's Rumania is held to be a highly 
provocative act. 
 
 The Transylvanian Hungarians emphasize that they see in the deportation the 
repetition of earlier Rumanian actions, by which the Rumanian leadership -- contrary to 
the spirit of the Helsinki Accords and other national agreements -- does its utmost to 
obstruct relations between all Rumanians (but especially its two million Hungarian 
minority members) and Hungarian citizens.  Transylvanian Hungarian circles presume that, 
given the opportunity, Rumanian border guards and internal affairs organs will repeat 
their brutal actions and their infringment of legal rights over the Christmas and New Year 
Holidays. 
                                                                           




