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 The open letter of Laszlo Tökes, a protestant minister deprived of his congregation, 
has been circulating in Transylvania in the form of a pamphlet.  The text of the letter is 
the following: 
 
OPEN LETTER TO BISHOP LASZLO D. PAPP 
 
Most Reverend Sir: 
 
 The tragic news of Gyula Illyes's death reminded me of the Reverend Bishops 
criticism of him delivered at an inter-denominational conference and published in the 
protestant Review: "It is most regrettable that even in Hungary one can hear the 
disgraceful chorus of emigrees, among them the writer Gyula Illyes who went as far in his 
claims as to voice the danger of genocide among the Hungarian minority." (Protestant 
review 1978/3). 
 Already then I was ashamed to read this unfeeling accusation according to which the 
steemed and world renowned great humanistic poet is one of the "disgraceful chorus of 
emigrees" and mentioned and denounced together with Western irredentists and revisionists.  
As a Protestant minister, I was shamefaced to see that the Protestant Review (>), this 
forum of the pure word and true theology, was willing to publish this malicious attack.  I 
waited for a long time, but in vain, for any fair-minded person in our church to raise his 
voice in defense of Gyula Illyes.  After a long delay, however, on the occasion of his 
death, I feel it is my moral obligation, as a simple minister, to speak up to defend his 
pure memory and restore the honor of our church.  Not that he needs my defense -- his 
works and entire life speak for him.  And it is not as if the honor of our church depend 
solely on this -- the congregations and ministers of our church respect the poet highly. 
  
Most Reverend Sir: 
 
 I consider it is a shame for our church that among all of the Hungarian minority in 
Rumania it is you, precisely you, the bishop, a chief representative of our church who 
attacked the honorable old poet, the friend of nations. 
 Gyula Illyes suffered the most precisely because he was an antifascist and a 
socialist revolutionary.  He was one of the best friends of Attila Joszef, the poet of 
international brotherhood, whose father was "half-Rumanian, or perhaps entirely so."  
Gyula Illye's wife was Flora Kozmutza of Rumanian ancestry.  He always considerd that his 
nation shared its fate with other Central European nations. He spoke up against any kind 
of oppression, hostile nationalism or chauvinism.  As a translator, he also translated 
Rumanian poetry.  As a respected member of the Rumanian Association of Writers he visited 
our country.  But instead of continuing with my list let me quote from the funeral eulogy 
by Andras Suto a representative of our country's community of writers:  "As beginning 
writers and poets we listened to him as to the Burning Bush and his advices were well 
remembered.  One of them was this:  Open your eyes to history demands.  Transylvania -- 
equality and brotherhood; this is your task."  This was his basic attitude towards all 
nations in the spirit of humanism and international brotherhood of man.  This is the man 
we knew and this is how Europe remembers him..." (New Mirror, May 1, 1983). 
 Indeed this man we knew!  Many of us misjudged him who in Andras Suto's words, "the 
poet was persecuted -- let us remember the trials of the past and the asperions cast upon 
him.  Small mutts were barking to boast about how good it felt to bite him in the leg -- 
of course, also in the name of the new aesthetics of the 20th century.  But he went his 
own way with his heavy burden, in enternal revival.  An eagle does not go after a fly."  
(ibid.) He was an "eagle", indeed; a genius of our age with a broad and far-reaching 
vision. 
 I feel that to respect him is something we owe ourselves, not to him.  I feel this 
should be expressed in the Review where just the opposite was published.  And I feel that 
the Most Reverend Bishops should publicly rescind or at least modify his judgment that 



 
 
 
 
goes against the spirit of the Ninth Commandment. 
 
 
Des, June 22, 1983 Laszlo Tökes 
                                                                           
 




