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 We have already reported that the authorities systematically dismiss 
those journalists who in their estimation are not willing to serve the Party 
leadership fully and without reservation.  The manner in which these measures 
are being carried out reveals that the Rumanian Communist Party has at its 
disposal only one "perfectly reliable" organ with a loyal editorial staff, and 
that is ElFre (Forward), the Hungarian-language version of the official Party 
daily, published in Bucharest.  The positions being vacated by the dismissed 
journalists are being filled, one after the other, from the ranks of this 
newspaper.  Accordingly, the head of the Hungarian-language section of 
Rumanian National Television has been replaced with János Gyarmathy, formerly 
a sports (!) reporter with ElFre.  Edit Lázár was appointed editor-in-chief of 
the cultural weekly, A Hét (The Week), who, according to objective and well 
informed sources is "the shadiest little journalist of ElFre." 
 
 Those who have remained from the old staff of A Hét, according to 
reports, are allowed into its editorial offices, located in the Scinteia 
House, only once a week, and then only to submit manuscripts for approval by 
the newly appointed supervising editors.  One of the members of the editorial 
staff made the despondent remark to our reporter that A Hét "has become a 
weekly version of ElFre, which unequivocally characterizes the cultural and 
especially the moral decline of the paper." 
 
 In addition, whereas until now A Hét has had a circulation of over 
10,000, from now on only 2,800 copies will be sent to subscribers, and 3,000 
will be sold at newsstands.  Following the 1971 cultural turning point, the 
Rumanian authorities, citing economic considerations, limited in more or less 
equal measure the Rumanian, Hungarian and German papers, and only after public 
opinion had "reconciled itself" to the idea of these curtailments was the 
circulation of the Rumanian papers restored to its previous size.  These days 
however, it appears that the regime considers the time ripe for openly cutting 
down the size of the output of the Hungarian language press, thus violating 
one of the fundamental rights of the nationalities.  There has been no example 
of this kind of behavior since Antonescu's fascist laws. 
                                                                           




