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Study on Refugee Situation Published in Budapest 
 
 One million refugees from Eastern Europe are expected to arrive 
in the West this year, according to a recent UN publication. A 
significant percentage of this flood of refugees comprises Hungarians 
from Transylvania. This group is the subject of a study published a few 
days ago by the Social Research Information Group in Budapest. 
 "The most significant sociodemographic characteristics of ethnic 
Hungarians from Transylvania who have fled to Hungary are, to summarize 
it concisely, that they were young, skilled residents of Transylvanian 
Hungarian cities near the Hungarian border," begins the study. 
 In considering refugees' prospects for settling in Hungary, age 
and skill-level are, naturally, the most important characteristics. But 
it is also significant that 64 percent of them come from counties 
bordering Hungary. These refugees, then, had been able to maintain 
contact, albeit illegal and secret, with Hungary. 
 The majority of the refugees are skilled workers. Nearly ten 
percent of them had high-ranking intellectual positions in 
Transylvania. The study investigates the refugees' access to 
information when they were in Rumania: "Ninety percent of the refugees 
had listened to radio programs from Hungary every day. Radio Free 
Europe was heard mainly by those who could not get radio from Hungary; 
" but "the older and better educated the refugee, the more likely that 
he listened to Radio Free Europe." 
 The study also examines the conditions under which the refugees 
escaped, their reasons for escape, and their reception in Hungary. It 
exposes the false expectations, and their results, that the refugees 
had harbored before they arrived in Hungary. The study finds that of 
the independent political organizations in Hungary, only two maintain 
any measurable aid program for the refugees. While the Refuge 
Committee, consisting of a dozen activists, made contact with seven 
percent of the refugees, and gave aid to one-third of these, the 
Hungarian Democratic Forum received five percent of the refugees, but -
- according to the study -- provided no material aid. 




