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New Restrictions on Priests' Freedom of Expression 
 

 Between July 3 and 7, about 100 Lutheran, Unitarian and Reformed 
ministers were lectured on new and drastic regulations prohibiting 
their contact with foreigners. Costea Dumitru, an official of the 
Departamentul Cultelor (the Rumanian government's office for religious 
affairs) gave a talk entitled "Secret and Official Directives" that 
will henceforth apply to every minister in Rumania. 
 The directives comprise previously existing as well as new 
measures. As before, legal contact with foreigners is all but 
impossible. Any meeting with a foreigner must take place in an 
officially approved and prepared location. Within 24 hours of any such 
contact, ministers must submit a written report, signed by everyone 
present, called Nota de convorbire ("Report on the Conversation"). 
 Cooperating with foreigners or arranging programs for them is 
prohibited. Dumitru advised ministers to keep files on foreigners with 
their names, addresses, other personal data and any information they 
provided. 
 The most outrageous measure is also the most typical of the 
current situation in Rumania: from now on, ministers may not show 
religious artifacts to foreign tourists without the express permission 
of the Departamentul Cultelor. This rule makes it possible for the 
regime to crack down on priests on the pretext that they let foreigners 
into their churches. In sum: in Rumania, one can no longer even enter a 
church without permission. 
 A quote from Dumitru's lecture provides insight into the mindset 
of the Rumanian state that enacts such laws: 
 "A tourist is not merely a tourist, but a spy and an enemy," he 
said. "Though our country's internal security is perfectly organized at 
present, priests must consider themselves Rumanian citizens vis a vis 
foreigners." In another, cynical but revealing remark, he said: "If 
someone has more than one Bible, the priest must report it at once. It 
is perhaps acceptable for a priest to receive a Bible; but if, say, a 
slaughterer were to get a Bible into his hands: that is of major 
concern." 




