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Authorities Force Cancellation 
of Áron Márton Celebration 

 
 Transylvanian Hungarians of all religious faiths spent weeks 
preparing for the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the late 
Márton Áron's ordination as Roman Catholic bishop in Transylvania. The 
series of commemorative events was to end with a 10 a.m. mass on 
Monday, February 13 at St. Michael's Church in Kolozsvár (Cluj). 
 In early January, the head of the State Ministry of Cults, 
Cumpanasu, and several local religious officials and Securitate agents 
threatened priests of the Kolozsvár church with severe reprisals if the 
celebration took place. Similarly, in Gyulafehérvár (Alba Iulia) at the 
office of Antal Jakab, the current Roman Catholic bishop, the 
delegation of officials threatened to arrest celebrants of the memorial 
mass. Indeed, Cumpanescu declared, "Áron Márton did not contribute 
anything to Rumanian-Hungarian relations. I forbid, once and for all, 
that his name be mentioned in church." 
 On the Sunday before the planned memorial service, parishioners 
learned from a notice on the church door that the service had been 
cancelled. Four police cars and numerous secret police agents were 
posted in front of the church gate to enforce the notice. 
 Nevertheless, on February 13 and 14, churches in Kolozsvár, 
Nagyvárad (Oradea), Brassó (Brasov), Marosvásárhely (Tirgu Mures), as 
well as in many Székely villages, did hold memorial masses for Bishop 
Márton -- but without mentioning his name. In Kolozsvár and Nagyvárad, 
Jewish communities also remembered him as the clergyman who, during the 
war, was the most open and resolute spokesman for helping the Jews and 
for sabotaging the laws that oppressed them. 
 Rumanian authorities have good reason to fear Bishop Márton's 
legacy. After the war, with characteristic outspokenness, Márton 
condemned the Rumanian Communist regime, primarily its anti-Hungarian 
policies. In an equally characteristic response, the Rumanian regime 
condemned him to several years' imprisonment and house arrest. 




