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Conference of University Rectors Takes a Stand 
on Rumania's Village Destruction Plans 

 
 In the latest issue of Jövô Mérnöke (Future Engineer), a 
publication of the Budapest Technical University, the Conference of 
University Rectors, which represents 19 Hungarian universities, 
published a position paper on Rumania's village destruction plans. 
 The declaration, signed by every one of Hungary's rectors, states 
that despite efforts by the Hungarian government, the Rumanian regime 
has not rescinded policies that "threaten basic human rights, attack 
the existence of national minorities and annihilate historical and 
cultural treasures." According to the document, these policies are 
incompatible with Article I, Paragraphs 2 and 3 of the United Nations 
Charter, which provide for the protection of human rights and the 
equality and right to self-determination of all nations. The Rumanian 
regime's policies, furthermore, violate Paragraph 12 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which guarantees 
freedom of movement and of choosing a place of residence; they also 
violate Paragraph 27, dealing with minority rights. Finally, the 
declaration states, the Rumanian government's village destruction plans 
violate Principle VII of the Helsinki Final Act, protecting the rights 
of minorities. 
 The rectors' statement further declares that while the village 
destruction plan harms all the affected populations, the Hungarian and 
German minorities stand to lose the most, for they will lose their 
national identities along with their villages. 
 Based on these considerations, the Conference resolved to 
 1. petition Hungary's Foreign Minister to bring these violations 
before the UN General Assembly, the Warsaw Pact Council of Foreign 
Ministers and other international forums; 
 2. call upon the Minister of Culture to raise the issue of 
Rumania's oppressed minorities with UNESCO and its member 
organizations, as well as with the socialist countries' ministries of 
education and culture; 
 3. inform rectors' conferences and their regional organizations 
throughout Europe and around the world about the situation; 
 4. encourage every university to provide information on this 
issue to other institutions and cultural organizations. 
 
  




