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Reformed Church Ministers Protest Village-Razing Plan 
 
 During the Reformed ministers' conferences held throughout 
Transylvania on September 6, several ministers read, or tried to read, 
statements of protest against the village-razing plan. This was the 
first ministers' conference (which are held monthly) since August 15, 
the deadline for submittal of "community redevelopment" plans. Because 
the ministers' statements varied, it is impossible to determine whether 
they were spontaneous or part of a coordinated action. 
 At the Kolozsvár (Cluj) Church District conference, minister 
Endre Kozma tried to read a statement of protest, but was prevented by 
the head of the district. News from the Arad District conference had 
been received from the Nagyvárad (Oradea) Bishopric, headed by Bishop 
László Papp. 
 At the Arad conference, at which Deacon József Kovács presided, 
minister János Molnár of Borossebes spoke up after the day's business 
was completed. He read a petition addressed to the leaders of the 
Kolozsvár and Nagyvárad Church districts and the Synod of the Reformed 
Church. 
 In his statement, Molnár proposed to the two church leaders, 
their board members and their conferences that they make contact with 
other churches and, appealing to the common concern, try to effect the 
churches' cooperation in holding dialogues with the state officials in 
charge of the community redevelopment plan. 
 Condemning the so-called redevelopment plan, Molnár declared that 
razing villages amounts to annihilating the past, and any nation's 
present and future becomes rootless if its past is simply wiped away. 
 Molnár's statement was supported by the ministers János Béres of 
Szentleányfalu, László Tôkés of Temesvár (Timisoara), and Béla Balog of 
Szemlak. Tôkés also suggested that every Sunday, congregations 
throughout the country pray for the villages explicitly. 
 Finally, the petition came to a vote. Of the 19 ministers present 
(seven were away), 15 approved it and four abstained. Kovács, quite 
correctly, hindered neither the discussion nor the vote. The following 
ministers signed the petition: 
 
 1. András Balog   Arad 
 2. Tibor Almássy  Arad 
 3. Rudolf Varsányi  Ágya 
 4. János Molnár  Borossebes 
 5. Zoltán Nagy   Erdôhegy-Kisjenô 
 6. András Bartos  Igazfalva 
 7. Imre Czégé   Kispereg 
 8. Géza Senes   Lippa 
 9. Endre Horváth  Nagyzerind 
 10. János Béres   Szentleányfalva 
 11. Béla Balog   Szemlak 
 12. László Tôkés  Temesvár 
 13. Sándor Halász  Temesvár 
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 14. Attila Mezey-Horváth Ujmosnyica 
 15. Sándor Márk   Vadász 
 
 Protest actions occurred in other church districts as well. No 
details are available. 
  




