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Bucharest Preparing New Campaign against Hungary 
 
 According to reliable sources in Bucharest, about 400 ideological 
secretaries, editors and propagandists have been summoned to the 
Rumanian capital for a June 23 meeting to prepare the conference of the 
so-called Hungarian Nationality Workers Council, which will take place 
on June 29. The conference will be called upon to condemn Hungary and 
incite nationalist sentiments, which the Rumanian leadership hopes will 
reduce domestic tensions. 
 This is not the first such conference. A year ago, on February 
26-27, 1987, "representatives" of the more than two million 
Transylvanian Hungarians were forced to appear at a similar meeting in 
response to the publication in Budapest of Erdély Története (History of 
Transylvania) (see HPT Release No. 36/1987).  
 Experts feel that the anti-Hungarian campaign now in preparation 
is a response to the Budapest demonstration scheduled for June 27, when 
Hungarian citizens and Rumanian refugees plan to protest the Ceausescu 
regime's policy of destroying villages and violating human rights.  
 Last year, Transylvanian Hungarians opposed the campaign of anti-
Hungarian incitement. The delegate from Szászrégen (Reghin), Ferenc 
Bálint, refused to read a prepared, slanderous text. The next day -- 
under what the authorities describe as "unclear circumstances" -- he 
threw himself out of the eighth-floor window of his Bucharest hotel 
(see HPT Release No. 62/1987). 
 In a further show of protest during last year's Council 
conference, the offices of the two Nagyvárad communist party 
newspapers, the Hungarian-language Fáklya and the Rumanian-language 
Crisana, were ransacked during the night of March 14; the furniture was 
broken and the walls covered with anti-regime slogans. (See HPT Release 
No. 49/1987) 
 The preparations for the current conference are being kept secret 
by the Rumanian leadership. We have learned only that specialists in a 
Council committee have begun compiling texts that surpass all previous 
ones in their extreme anti-Hungarian tone, and that Sándor Koppándi 
will be the expert on Hungarian issues. However, having learned from 
last year's events, Bucharest will mobilize fewer members of the 
intelligentsia; the majority of participants will be workers and, of 
course, ethnic Hungarian members of lower-level security organs. 
 Other sources add that Bucharest is planning large-scale counter-
demonstrations against the Hungarian government and will force a number 
of prominent Transylvanian Hungarians to attend these demonstrations. 
According to news received from Kolozsvár (Cluj), a Central Committee 
delegation to organize this has already arrived in Transylvania. 
  




