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Rumanian Samizdat Published in Hungary 
 
 The "Free Rumania" committee in Budapest, consisting of ethnic 
Rumanian refugees in Hungary, has put out an unofficial publication 
entitled Romania Libera. The five-page newspaper describes not only the 
problems faced by refugees, but also the conditions that forced them 
into exile. The first page carries the founding proclamation of the 
"Free Rumania" committee, in which the authors call for a peaceful and 
decisive boycott of the Ceausescu regime. An editorial outlines the 
events that took place in Brassó (Brasov) and their political 
consequences. Cornel Rosca's lead article summarizes the present state 
of resistance inside and outside Rumania. 
 The second page carries "Rumania's Friends," an interview with 
Attila Ara-Kovács, in which the Transylvanian Hungarian philosopher 
speaks of the contradictions in the relationship between Hungarians and 
Rumanians. He accuses the Ceausescu regime of, among other things, 
employing nationalistic policies in order to lower Transylvanian 
Hungarians to its own corrupt political level. The interviewee 
considers the Budapest publication of Romania Libera -- the first 
Rumanian samizdat -- as a positive development, adding that during the 
nineteenth century, Familia, a Rumanian publication of European 
caliber, was also published in Budapest. According to Ara-Kovács, such 
examples of cooperation bode well for future Hungarian-Rumanian 
relations. 
 A lengthy article, titled "The Hungarians Teach Ceausescu a 
Lesson," is devoted to alternative democratic experiments in East 
Central Europe. The article covers last February's protest in front of 
Rumania's Budapest embassy, at which Hungarians expressed their 
opposition to Rumania's human-rights violations. The same article also 
mentions the March 15 demonstration in Budapest, emphasizing the 
restraint of Hungarian authorities and their respect for the rights of 
the demonstrators. 
 The rest of the issue contains readers' letters, advice to 
Rumanian refugees in Hungary, two cartoons (one of which satirizes 
Rumania's new "agrarian revolution,") and jokes about Ceausescu and 
conditions in Rumania. 
 The first issue of Romania Libera announced that the forthcoming 
issue will focus on the Rumanian Orthodox Church and the Transylvanian 
nationality question. 
  




