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Personnel Changes Are Expected in the Kovászna County Party Leadership 
 
 We have received reports according to which the Bucharest government no longer has a 
firm confidence in István Rab -- or, as  he is more frequently known, Stefan Rab -- the 
first secretary of the Kovászna (Covasna) County party organization.  During the recent 
past, Rab has made several decisions that conflict -- albeit in a very indirect manner -- 
with the aims of the regime. 
 
 In October he was visited by a delegation of ethnic Hungarian workers, who protested 
the forcing of more and more Hungarians to take employment in Rumanian-inhabited regions, 
while their jobs are given to newcomers from Old Rumania.  After the visit, he instructed 
the workers to ignore measures introduced by the central authorities, and continue 
working. 
 
 Also late in October, a delegation of Central Committee members arriving to the 
Székely Region instructed the county's first secretary to inflate harvest figures in his 
report to Bucharest.  The delegates claimed to have information according to which the 
inhabitants concealed a large amount of food as reserves for themselves.  Rab rejected 
this assertion, and refused to falsify his report to Bucharest. 
 
 István Rab replaced Ferdinánd Nagy as first secretary of Kovaszna county's party 
organization; until the mid-1970s Nagy's predecessor in the post was Károly Király.  As 
late as the beginning of this year, Rab belligerently defended Ceausescu's policies 
opposing ethnic Hungarians and the government of Hungary, and he made one of the most 
extreme speeches during the two-day Bucharest conference organized after the book The 
History of Transylvania was published in Budapest. 
 
 According to recent rumors, Nagy -- who was born in an ethnic Hungarian family, but 
who has been raised to be a Rumanian and who speaks Rumanian in his home -- will be 
replaced by someone named Stanciu:  Thus, the county that is inhabited largely by ethnic 
Hungarians will be governed by an ethnic Rumanian. 
                                                                           




