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Another Rumanian Writer Embraces Ceausescu's Nationality Policies and 
Condemns Hungary's Criticism of Rumania 

 
 Yesterday's issue of the Bucharest periodical Romania Literara contains a lengthy 
5,000-word article by Titus Popovici titled "The Methods and Styles of Historical 
Falsification" (Methode si stiluri in serviciul felsificarii intentionate a istoriei, 
Romania Literara, 1987 No. 13, pp. 12-14.). 
 
 The essay attacks the "History of Transylvania," recently published under the aegis 
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.  It labels the work as revisionist, racist and 
malevolent  and accuses the authors, especially editor-in-chief Béla Köpeczi, of trying to 
revive and update the intellectual heritage of Horthy fascism. 
 
 In his article, Popovoci touches on every debatable aspect of Hungarian and Romanian 
historiography, including the Daco-Roman continuity theory, the issue of the 896 Hungarian 
Conquest and the 1848 Hungarian revolution.  Additionally, he firmly and consistently 
supports the historical principles as proclaimed by the Rumanian communist party 
leadership. 
 
 Through the 1848 Hungarian revolution and its leaders, the author accuses Hungary's 
general political life and culture as nationalistic.  In short, he believes that the 
events of 1848 were nothing more than a conflict between Rumanians and Hungarians, more 
precisely, the counter-revolutionary actions of Hungarians as opposed to the Rumanians. 
 
 In conclusion, Popovoci states that it is a fact that an alliance of interest 
regarding the false and unrealistic complaints of Transylvanian Hungarians exists between 
the extreme rightist Hungarian emigres operating in the West, and leftists who escaped to 
the West after the events of 1956,.  Popovici claims that Rumania would actually be 
threatened if the government of Hungary were to join this alliance.  Moreover, he 
indicates that the Hungarian government may finance these emigre circles in the West. 
 
 Throughout his writing, Titus Popovici repeatedly mentions his Hungarian contacts 
and, referring to his mother who grew up in Budapest, claims Hungarian culture as his own. 
 

*** 
 
 Born in 1930 in Nagyvárad (Oradea), Titus Popovici is a prose-writer who has been 
awarded the State Prize, and is a deputy from the county of Bihar (Bihor) in the so-called 
Great National Assembly. 
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 Popovici's first novels of the 1950s served as ideological justification for the 
development of a Stalinist regime.  Especially important among thjese is the novel The 
Thirst (Setea), considered to be the great epic of Roman agricultural collectivization.  
With the advent of the Ceausescu regime, he served the nationality cult by writing film 
scripts, such as the pseudo-historical films, "Dacians" (Dacii) and "Michael the Brave" 
(Mihai Viteazul), both of which attempted to spread the "Dacian" historical hypothesis. 
 
 Concerning Hungarians, Popovici has, more than once, called on state security organs 
to take more forceful steps against those persons who watched Hungarian television.  Due 
to his statements to the legislative bodies, the authorities removed the television 
antennas in several areas, and in Nagyvárad and its environs, criminal procedures were 
initiated against Rumanians and ethnic Hungarians for taping and copying programs 
broadcast by Hungarian television. 
                                                                           




