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Reformed Bishop László Papp Arrived 
in the West on a Ceausescu Mission 

 
 The Reformed bishop of Nagyvárad (Oradea) arrived in Austria in March:  he was sent 
by the Bucharest government to moderate the increasingly critical and unsatisfactory image 
of Rumania abroad.  This is not the first time Bucharest made attempts of this nature:  In 
the autumn of 1985, when the Budapest Cultural Forum was held as part of the Helsinki 
process, the Rumanian government sent Gyõzõ Hajdú to the closing session of the Forum, so 
that he -- as a Transylvanian Hungarian -- could deny the charges that were already being 
raised against Romania. 
 
 Presently, Bishop Papp is visiting Hungarian emigré organizations and is also 
attempting to meet with the official participants of the Vienna follow-up conference.  
Regardless of denomination, he appears at church services, and, at every opportunity, 
rejects any critical observation concerning Rumania and the situation of Hungarians in 
Transylvania.  Papp has stated:  "The situation of Transylvanian Hungarians has never been 
as stable as it is today.  Hungary, which recently lost all semblance of stability, does 
not like this, and that is the reason why it tries to spread calumnies concerning 
Rumania."  In addition, Papp sharply condemned the 3-volume "History of Transylvania," 
which was recently published in Budapest, and labelled its authors as well as the entire 
public spirit in Hungary as Fascist, revisionist, chauvinist and irredentist. 
 
 Of course, Papp's activities are uniformly unpopular in Transylvania.  As a result 
of the rivalry between the Nagyvárad and Kolozsvár (Cluj) bishoprics, the latter provided 
recurring documentation concerning the actions of its Nagyvárad counterpart.  These 
describe the manner in which bishop Papp first expropriated aid packages coming from the 
West for the use of his own family, and later -- after he was caught -- relayed a 
considerable portion of the packages to Bucharest party circles.  In 1985 the minister 
József Sípos from Lázár, once closely connected to the Nagyvárad bishopric, attempted to 
put an end to these practices, and went to Bucharest to prove his case, but -- according 
to official reports -- committed suicide by drowning in Lake Herestreu soon after his 
arrival. 
 
 Bishop Papp, a deputy in the so-called Great National Assembly, was instrumental in 
the silencing of protests of 1986 concerning the reprocessing of Bibles sent to Rumania 
into toilet paper.  He turned his clergyman-assistant Endre Réha over to the Securitate, 
for refusing to deny knowledge of the destroyed Bibles, and later -- in a characteristic 
move -- punished the man by assigning him as minister to the village of Lázár, where Sipos 
used to work. 
                                                                           




