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Orthodox Church Openly Sides with Ceausescu Regime's Policies 
Inciting Ethnic and Racial Hatred 

 
 Recently two new volumes which strive to paint a distorted and propagandistic 
picture of Hungary and Hungarian history were published in Rumania.  Although both were 
written by church personalities and published by ecclesiastical publishing firms, their 
language and tone are entirely in accord with the views of today's Rumanian [communist] 
party. 
 
 Written by Mircea Pacurariu, a professor at the Nagyszeben (Sibiu) University 
Institute of Orthodox Theology, the book attempts to criticize the anti-Orthodox and anti-
Rumanian church policies of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.*  The undeniable merit of the 
work -- in contrast with other propaganda writing -- is its basis on considerable archival 
and bibliographical support, but however, its conclusions are mere summaries.  The book 
also reflects today's Rumanian political objections against the Austro-Hungarian Dualism, 
in that it extends them back to a time when Rumanian national culture was still defined by 
what and how thoroughly it could borrow from its neighbors.  A thoroughly unlikeable 
aspect of Pacurariu's book is its attempt to establish firmly the "cultural superiority" 
of oppressed Rumanians in the 1867-1918 period -- to the detriment of other peoples in the 
region, especially Hungarians, and in support of a certain ethnic arrogance. 
 
 Nicolae Corneanu, Orthodox Archbishop of the Bánság (Banat) region, has written the 
history of Rumanian, or rather, Orthodox churches in Northern Transylvania which had been 
re-attached to Hungary between 1940 and 1944.**  Scientifically and politically, this work 
does not surpass the most extreme propaganda, and can be justly grouped with Ion 
Lancranjan, who distorts historical facts, and Corneliu Vadim Tudor, who calls for 
pogroms.  The Archbishop refers to Hungarians only as foreign usurpers, who "were the 
first to introduce Fascism to Europe."  An especially strong trait of this book is the 
slanderous enmity, even hatred, expressed in regard to the other churches of the 
territory, Roman Catholic and Protestant, which Corneanu repeatedly emphasizes. 
 
 The Orthodox Church and the communist party's agitation and propaganda section 
widely promoted both books. 
 

*  Prof. Dr. Mircea Pacurariu.  Politica statului ungar fata de biserica romaneasca 
din Transilvania in perioada dualismului 1867-1918, (The Policies of the Hungarian 
State vis-a-vis the Rumanian Church during the Period of Dualism, 1867-1918); 
Editura Institutului Biblic si de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, Sibiu, 1986; 
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**  Dr. Nicolae Corneanu.  Biserica romaneasca din nord-vestul tarii in timpul 
prigoanei horthyste, (The Romanian Church in the North-West Parts of the Country 
during the Time of Horthyite Persecution); Editura Institutului Biblic de Misiune a 
Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, n.p., 1986. 

 
 Appendix: Photocopies of the books' covers. 
 
                                                                           




