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Hungarian University Students Protest in Letter against 
Discriminatory Assignment of Workplaces 

 
 This year, Hungarian philology majors have filed yet another written complaint with 
the Ministry of Education, in which they protest against the continuing practice of 
assigning Hungarian minority students to workplaces far from their homeland, mostly in Old 
Rumania (Regat).  Copies of the document were sent to the Central Committee of the 
Rumanian Communist Party and to the so-called Hungarian Nationality Workers' Council. 
 
 Firstly, the petitioners summarized the discriminatory measures to which ethnic 
Hungarian students of the University of Kolozsvár (Cluj) have been subjected for years.  
They call the attention of the central authorities to the intolerable situation in which 
half of the graduates are forcibly unemployed, and another third of them have jobs that do 
not correspond to their qualifications. 
 
 Another grievance is aimed at the Rumanian regime itself;  it imposes certain 
employment conditions on future employees from which they are unable to break, even with 
risking unemployment.  Those who have already accepted a forced assignment are released 
only if new jobs are secured for them.  However, new jobs are guaranteed by law only for 
those who have lost their jobs. 
 
 The second point tackles the current graduates' problems, and declares the signers' 
unwillingness to accept mandatory job assignments issued in name, designating them 
workplaces far from their homeland and thus hurting their dignity and human rights. 
 
 In the final part of the letter the signers urge the authorities to restore an 
educational practice which was valid until 1982; it distributed jobs according to the 
graduates' majors.  As most Hungarian students in Transylvania choose Hungarian language 
as their major, this practice would allow them to work only in Transylvania. 
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SUPPLEMENT 
 
Workplaces forcibly assigned to philology graduates of the University of Kolozsvár this 
year: 
 
English minors: Brassó county: Dumbravita, Vladeni 
   Ialomita county: Tandarei, Facaeni 
   Suceava county: Falticeni 
   Tulcea county: Sulina, Valea Teilor 
   Vrancea county: Raviticom 
   Vaslui county: Rebricea 
 
French minors:  Botosani county: Draguseni, Podriga-Botosani, Prajeri 
   Kolozs county: Aranyosgyéres 
   Iasi county: Mironeasa 
 
German minors: Botosani county: Unteni 
   Kovászna county: Bradet, Intorsura Buzaului 
 
Russian minors: Kolozs county: Criseni, Molivia, Lomita, Valea Ciori, Imarosa,  
   Catari, Roteni 
   Neamt county: Pipirig 
                                                                           




