
HUNGARIAN PRESS OF TRANSYLVANIA 
 

 
13/1986                                   Kolozsvár (Cluj), March 15, 1986 
 
 

A Bloc of Stamps to Commemorate the Victims of Rumanian Terror 
 
 
 On March 15, 1986, the Hungarian Press Agency of Transylvania issued a series of 
commemorative benefit stamps.  The five units of this series present portraits of 
Hungarian personalities in Transylvania who have been killed or who are presently 
imprisoned by the Rumanian regime because of their defense of human rights.  Those who 
appear in the commemorative issue are described below: 
 
 Iván Hadházi, clergyman of the Evangelical Church, is portrayed on the first unit of 
the series.  Born in 1950, Hadházi dared to raise the issue of the destruction of 
Hungarian historical monuments in Transylvania.  He supported those who had been 
persecuted by the Rumanian regime for political reasons, the main purpose of his 
missionary activity.  Agents of the Rumanian Securitate ran him down on the road in the 
Fall of 1982, near Marosvásárhely (Tirgu Mures).  The colors on the stamp are black on 
white. 
 
 Géza Pálfi, Roman Catholic priest, is portrayed on the second item of the series.  
Pálfi was born in 1941, he completed his studies at the theological faculty of 
Gyulafehérvár (Alba Iulia), and taught for a short while.  He belonged to the inner circle 
of the late Transylvanian Catholic Bishop Aron Márton; according to some sources, Márton 
wanted the young priest to succeed him at the bishop's see.  Pálfi was taken into custody 
by agents of the Rumanian Securitate after Christmas of 1983.  He was heavily tortured, 
and suffered a hernia and liver damage.  He died in the prison hospital of Marosvásárhely 
in early 1984.  He was buried in Székelyudvarhely (Odorheiu Secuiesc) as several thousand 
supporters accompanied him on his last journey.  The commemorative stamp is colored green 
on white. 
 
 The actor Arpád Visky is portrayed on the third stamp.  Visky was born in 1940.  He 
was an active member of the theater company of Sepsiszentgyörgy (Sfintul Gheorghe) until 
his arrest in 1983.  On February 24, 1983, the military tribunal of Bucharest sentenced 
him to five years in prison for "slanders against Rumania, the Rumanian people, and the 
Socialist system," as well as for "spreading hostile propaganda".  He was released in 
1984, thanks to international protests, but was found hanged in the woods surrounding 
Sepsiszentgyörgy in January 1986.  Those who knew himclaim that Visky was murdered by the 
Rumanian state security.  The stamp is colored red on white. 
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 The last two pieces of the bloc of stamps portray two Hungarian intellectuals of 
Transylvania presently in jail for political reasons.  Erno Borbély was born in 1952, and 
obtained a doctorate degree from the University of Kolozsvár.  He was arrested in the Fall 
of 1982.  He was falsely charged with contributing to the dissemination of the samizdat 
paper Ellenpontok (Counterpoints).  Borbély is detained at the prison in Szamosújvár 
(Gherla).  The color of the stamp is blue on white. 
 
 Béla Pál, professor of mathematics, is portrayed on the last stamp of the series.  
Pál was born in 1927.  In 1983, he was arrested in Ditró (Ditrau) for political reasons 
and sentenced to six years.  At the moment, though mentally unstable, he is held in the 
prison of Jilava, close to Bucharest.  The coloring of the stamp is brown on white. 
 
 With the issuance of this bloc of stamps, our Press Agency intends to remind the 
public of the martyrdom of those who have fought for human rights, for democracy, and for 
national freedom in Transylvania.  The profit accrued from the sales of the stamps will 
help us provide for the families of the victims, and for the movement in defense of rights 
in Transylvania. 
                                                                          




