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Worker Beaten To Death By State Security
In Kézdivásárhely

 
 During the course of the summer, in Kézdivásárhely (Tigru Secuiesc), in the Székely 
region of Transylvania, a worker of Hungarian origin lost his life. 
 
 The 17 year old youth in question, fron Kézdiszentlelki (Sinzeni), was employed at 
the Kézdivásárhely Electrical Plant.  According to the statements of witnesses, Securiaate 
men posted next to the plant caught the youth in the act of painting slogans protesting 
national and economic oppresion on the wall.  In the meantime, plant "security" -- every 
institution in the region is controlled by security round the clock -- notified local 
headquarters for reinforcement and chased the youth, who tried to escape through the roof 
of the assembly shop.  According to reliable information, the security men surrounded the 
plant premises and had just succeeded in grabbing the youth when, slipping, he fell off 
the roof of the workshop and injured his legs. 
 
 The young worker was taken early in the afternoon to local Securitate headquarters 
from where he was then transported on the following morning to the Kézdivásárhely 
hospital.  The hospital staff entered a diagnosis of death and was able to verify severe 
bruises and concussions on the victim's body, caused by blows, above all, on the head, in 
the stomach area and to the testicles.  The doctor and his colleagues on duty jointly 
refused to comply with the Securitate's demand that the hospital record falsely state 
death due to illness and that the death certificate be made out in such a way as to 
indicate that the death had taken place after he had entered the hospital. 
 
 Here we would like to point out that throughtout all of Rumania the Securitate 
employs corporal punishment during its investigations, resulting at times in permanent 
injuries such as mutilation or amputation. 
 
 In Kézdivásárhely, the brutality of the Securitate surpasses even that mentioned 
above.  For example, according to concurring testimony of several others, a major named 
Agache, head of the local economic control unit, has a great penchant for arresting those 
employees who arrive late to work.  (The latecomers and of course, those involved in more 
"serious" petty offenses are reported to Agache's fact finding committee by a network of 
informers.)  They are taken to his private residence, where, with an iron plate he beats 
their hands until both palms of these unfortunate men become merely bloody shreds.  
Moreover, Major Agache is exceedingly brutal in his treatment of those who neither 
understand nor speak Rumanian. 
                                                                           




