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 As is widely known, the hierarchy of the Rumanian Orthodox Church loyally serves the 
cause of Rumanian nationalism.  In this regard, state policy and the policy of the 
Orthodox Church are completely identical. 
 
 This idyllic union is being increasingly threatened by the existence of Christian 
sects, which do not fit the concept of "state church."  According to unofficial, but well-
founded estimates, in recent decades these sects have drawn some 2-3 million followers 
away from the Orthodox Church, and the process is an ever-continuing one. 
 
 Sectarianism by Hungarians -- being mostly Protestant -- is perceived as 
representing a similar threat to the power of the state.  Yet it is the officially 
sanctioned churches, including the leadership of the Hungarian Reformed Church, which are 
driving their own followers to slip out from under state control, into the sectarian 
camps. 
 
 The state does its utmost to exploit for its own ends the battle against 
sectarianism being waged by the officially recognized churches.  The following case is a 
typical example: 
 
 The State Office of Religious Affairs ("Departament") drew up a comprehensive 
questionnaire regarding the circumstances and activities of the various denominations -- 
both legal and unauthorized -- by locality.  In the Spring of 1984, the state authorities 
forwarded the questionnaires -- with the silent acquiescance of the church leadership -- 
directly to every local minister.  The ministers were ordered to collaborate with their 
local Protestant or Orthodox colleagues in completing the questionnaires, and they were 
warned to treat the questionnaires as "confidential."  From that time on, all related 
instructions were of an oral and confidential nature. 
 
 The questionnaire sought exact, personal data (name, address, age, number of 
children, political affiliation, etc.) regarding sect members and their families.  It also 
requested details on the local activities of the sect, such as whether or not the 
congregation has a preacher (and if so, give the name), the names of guest preachers 
visiting the congregation, the kinds of liturgical text and music used at worship 
gatherings, and so forth.  One question, asking for the exact addresses of members and 
congregational gatherings of the prohibited sects, in effect required the minister to 
serve as informer for the state. 
 
 The ministers, amid serious misgivings, were forced to complete the mandatory 
questionnaires.  The majority of them, however, gave empty, inaccurate and generally 
evasive answers in an effort not to carry out the compulsory instructions. 
                                                                           
 




