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 Two co-workers of our news agency have made a comprehensive report about Hungarian 
education in Rumania during the last two decades.  We are going to publish the full 
document as follows: 
 
 The social situation of a minority ethnic group at the present and in the future 
largely depends on the extent of their intellectual stratum, as well as on the majority 
government's judgment on how much oportunity is given to the minorities to work in the 
intellectual areas.  Without a strong intellectual stratum, no minority can create and 
preserve a high quality culture of their own, and without that, it cannot long resist the 
constant de-nationalizing attacks of the government.  In a society based upon 
nationalistic principles, the minority ethnics groups generally can not count on the 
government institutions and ideologies.  These do not support them, on the contrary, they 
are usually trying to disintegrate and destroy them.  Other than a firm moral stand and an 
unshakable adherence to their own national identity, there is only one thing a minority 
group, trying to defend themselves, can rely on: the creation of cultural values. 
 
 The creation of cultural values as a sole chance and last hope for the survival of a 
minority ethnic group is of crucial importance particularly in a society, where the 
ideologies and principles of the majority government are based on extreme nationalism, and 
where the political life is penetrated by anti-democratism or rather totalitarianism.  
Without any collective outlet for the minorities, it is only their intellectual 
achievements that can make sure of their survival.  The self-assertion needed for survival 
can only be found in the intellectual values that had been created through the centuries 
and kept and argumented even in adverse circumstances. 
 
 No intellectual accomplishment or cultural value, that would arouse the interest of 
others and give self-assurance to the minority group, is possible without an intellectual 
stratum of appropriate size and without their constant rejuvenation. 
 
 The intellectuals have a vital importance in the life of a minority ethnic group for 
other reasons also.  In the long run, it is the intellectuals who set the general 
educational level of the minorities, their position in the social structure, in the 
prestige and rank system of the society.  And indirectly they influence the minority 
participation in the distribution of the materials goods, as well as their actual share of 
the goods.  We will have to pause here, since this question is a very importance one. 
 
 Since in this analysis we are talking about a communist country, a communist 
economic-political system, and a minority group living in a Eastern European country, 
namely the Hungarians in Rumania, the distribution of the material goods in connection 
with the social status of the intellectuals has to be emphasized, just as much, as the 
function of creating and preserving cultural values.  In a centrally hierarchized society 
with political totalitarianism and an economic system monopolized by the state, the amount 
of the individual and group income, as their share of the produced goods, depends almost 
exclusively on their place in the social division of labor.  Falling down from a higher 
social or income level - which in the case of minorities also means more restrictions,i.e. 
more oppression - can by no means be compensated either economically or with more exposure 
in public life.  Accordingly, the difference social importance of the intellectual and 
physical work has different financial consequences too, so obviously, every shift in the 
minority participation in the labor division will cause financial inequality.  If a 
minority ethnic group - who lives in an economic - political system controlled by the 
government-loses, even if only part of their intellectuals, that will mean not only 
exclusion from the governing institutions, loss of their people who are able to create 
cultural values, but they will also bu put at disadvantage concerning their every-day 
living conditions.  If in a communist country the majorities, using their political power, 
monopolize the intellectual careers, it will undoubtedly lead to not only cultural but 
economic discrimination. 
 
 Considering this, it is easy to understand why the leaders of the hungarians living 
in Rumania have been concerned for years with the question of the Hungarian intellectuals 
in Transylvania.  And it is also easy to figure out what the fate of the approximately two 
million Hungarians living in Transylvania will be, if the Rumanian nationalism, the party 
and government  in Bucharest - which is the most chauvinistic government in Europe today 
and in many ways resembles fascim -, can keep up their destroying activities aimed to 
diminish the social importance of the minority intellectuals.  As a result of the 
relentlessly consistent oppression from the part of the Rumanian government, the 



percentage of the intellectuals within the Hungarian living in Transylvania keeps 
decreasing.  They keep losing their momentum in the social and public life, their creative 
possibilities keep getting more and more limited, and every year more people get 
transferred to distant sections of the country, thus removed from the Hungarian region.  
The Hungarian intellectuals of Transylvania are in danger of extinction.  Especially their 
most valuable representatives, the ones who even abandoned and without institutions have 
been active creating outstanding values for the Hungarian culture.  Besides the usual 
methods of de-nationalization the Rumanian government has recently started to apply a new 
one; they are trying to crush the national identity of the Hungarians, by destroying the 
leading intellectuals, creative forces. 
 
 The infamous Rumanian intellegence network - who follows every step of the 
Hungarians and imposes tight censorship - keeps the Hungarians from speaking up, even in 
the mildest tone, for their rights.  They were not able to publish their response to some 
extremly vulgar literary attacks, like Ion Lancrajan's political pamphlet full of hatred 
and inticing more (Cuvint despre Transilvania), or those in Romulus Zaharia's novel based 
on falsified history and nostalgies for the Iron Guard (Ademenirea).  While the Rumanian 
chauvinism get more and more unrestrained in cursing the Hungarians, they can do nothing 
but sit quietly and wonder when this abuse is going to become a bloody progrom.  
Nevertheless, one who has been following the manifestations of the Hungarians 
intellectuals in Transylvania, and who can also understand the language of Aesop - which 
they are forced to use -, can easily trace the bitter complaint hidden in the sentences.  
Although concealed in the drafting and hidden behind questions of a different character, 
several times they have drawn attention to the dangers that are impending over the 
Hungarians creating and preserving cultural values. 
 
 Here and now we want to raise the questions, the Hungarians of Transylvania are not 
even supposed to speak about in the privacy of their own homes.  We want to disclose the 
facts about the Rumanian government's efforts to try to intellectually demoralize an 
ethnic group of two million people.  We have tried to contact the Party and Government 
leaders of Bucharest regarding this, but they have turned a deaf ear to our request.  Our 
main purpose is to raise universal awareness, but we also need public support in our fight 
for human rights. 
 
 We do not intend this to be a polemical essay, but an analysis containing cold facts 
and figures.  This will serve a double purpose: on one hand, these numerical figures will 
make it easier to realize the magnitude of the cultural and educational discrimination 
against the minorities, in this case the Hungarians in Transylvania.  On the other hand, 
this way we will be able to prevent the Rumanian government and propagand machinery from 
easily rejecting our statements by labelling them as "unfounded" and "fabricated". 
 
 The Hungarians in Rumania would prefer to resolve their problems on their own, in 
accordance with the Rumanian government.  Yet, they are being pushed deeper by the same 
government into a bitter political confrontation.  They have no choice now, they have to 
defend themselves and fight even for their basic rights.  But in this fight they also have 
to maintain their ethical integrity.  That is why we have taken all our figures from 
documents published by the Rumanians, and have dismissed even vital Hungarian sources, 
like Lajos Takacs's famed memorandum (1977), even if it contains very relevant figures, 
related to our questions. 
 
 By using only figures published in Rumania, we have of course limited our work and 
rendered it more difficult.  In all Eastern European countries, but especially in Rumania, 
there is an air of secrecy about the entire social life, the economic-political activities 
and above all, the minority coonditions.  Statistical figures concerning minority ethnics 
groups are considered top secret.  The Rumanian Statistical Annual (Anuarul Statistic) 
which is better at withholding information than at publishing it - contains no figures 
whatsoever categorizing minorities, regarding their professions, higher education or any 
other aspects of social life.  This manual used to publish information - after it was 
started in 1957 - describing the minority school system. After three years though, in 
1959, they stopped doing that, too, and not by chance.  Not even the results of a national 
census are published now, and only fragments of it reveal the number of the minority 
populations.  So if you are to create an exact image based on statistical figures about 
the minority situation in Rumania, you'll find it nearly impossible.  You have to go 
through piles of newspapers and periodical reviews, follow the occasional publications and 
gather masses of information published other by mistake or with a propaganda purpose, and 
then arrange and prepare this information into statistical lines and charts. 
 
 After this lenghty, but necessary introduction let us elaborate on our subject; the 
Rumanian government's policies aiming to destroy the ethnic minority groups living in 
Rumania, especially the Hungarians. 
 



 As a start, let us review the Hungarian and the other minority intellectual forces 
in the mid 60's, at the time, when the present Rumanian political trend began.  We have 
the 1966 census to refer to, complete with figures showing higher education and social 
division between the different ethnic minority groups.  It is clear that their 
possibilities of college education had been restricted even before 1966, and both the 
Germans and the Hungarians had been largely deprived of the number of college degrees 
required for the size and cultural needs of their ethnic group.  Especially  the 
Hungarians were excluded from the intellectual careers. 
 
 Constantin Ionescu, the President of the Rumanian Statistical Agency has noted, that 
although there seem to be marginal differences between the different nationalities of 
Rumania regarding education, these figures do prove that each Rumanian citizen has the 
equal right to education and each citizen can equality exercize this right. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––-------–––---- 

Chart No. 1 EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF THE POPULATION IN RUMANIA 
BY NATIONALITIES, OVER THE AGE OF 12 - 1966 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------–––––––––––––––––---------- 
NATIONALITIES Pop. Over Univers. Academic Technical Trade Grammar Elementary 
 Age 12 College Highsch. Highsch. school 8/7/year or less 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------–––––––––––––––––-------- 
RUMANIAN 13,253,588 291,106 484,251 393,090 624,074 1,413,357 10,047,710 
HUNGARIAN  1,339,716  20,189  49,806  40,985  72,467   195,067    961,202 
GERMAN    315,345   5,693  12,044  11,399  23,997    46,531    215,681 
ELSE    282,599  11,253  13,279   7,171   8,939    25,488    216,469 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------–––––––––––––––––------- 
TOTAL 15,191,248 328,241 559,380 452,645 729,477 1,680,443 11,441,062 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------–––––––––––––––––-------- 
  
 So is the statement above true? Is that what this chart is telling us? Constantin 
Ionescu has generously overlooked the facts that while 2,2% of the Rumanian population 
over the age of 12 had a college degree, the percentage of the Germans was only 1,8% that 
of the Hungarians only 1,5%.  Let us take a look at the percentage rates of the different 
nationalities in the view of their higher education: 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------–––––––––-–––––––––––––------ 
Chart No. 2 EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF THE POPULATION OF RUMANIA BY THE 

DIFFERENT NATIONALITIES, OVER THE AGE OF 12 - 1966 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––––––––––––------ 
NATIONALIT. Pop. Over Univers. Academic Technical Trade Grammar Elementary 
 Age 12 College Highsch. Highsch. school 8/7/year or less 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––––––––––––------------ 
RUMANIAN 86,66% 87,24%  88,68%  86,56%  86,84%  85,55%   84,10%    87,82%   
HUNGARIAN  8,47   8,81    6,15    8,90    9,05    9,93    11,61      8,40    
GERMAN  2,00   2,07    1,73   2,15    2,51    3,29     2,76      1,88   
ELSE  1,85   1,86   3,42    2,37    1,58    1,22     1,51      1,89    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––––––––––––------------- 
 
 (Note: since our percentage figures are kept to 2 decimals only, the totals of the 
column may vary from a hundred by one or two hundreds of a percent.) 
 
 Not counting the last column of figures, going from left to right you will find that 
the sequence of numbers has a decreasing tendency in the case of the Rumanians, and in the 
case of the Germans and Hungarians it has an incresing one.  If you can read statistics, 
you'll easily understand how Nicolae Ceasescu, the First Secretary of the Party and 
President of the state was trying to mislead the public in March 1971, at the Session of 
the National Council of the workers of Hungarian nationality, when the question of 
Hungarian education was raised.  He rejected all the pleas by arguing that while 32% of 
all students nationwide continue their studies at technical secondary schools, the 
percentage of the Hungarians students is actually 33.  The truth behind this statistical 
figure is sad and bitter fact; i.e. that more Hungarians students choose to study at 
technical trade highschools, than it could be expected on the basis of the number of the 
Hungarian population, simply because of their awareness of the slim chances to be ever 
admitted to colleges and universities. 
 
 Five decades were not enough for the Rumanian government (remember, this analysis 
regards 1966), to disolve the cultural differences, the different educational aspirations 
between the people of Transylvania and those of Old Rumania.  They could not break the 
Hungarian spirit and zest for education.  Being in possession of all the power though, the 
Rumanian government had and has no difficulties in controlling higher education, making it 
nearly unobtainable for the minority population.  The minority students are welcome to 
attend technical or trade highschools, or even academic highschools if they wish, but they 
have to kept out of universities and colleges.  Only a marginal number of them are 
admitted to universities the indispensable minimum, enough to keep the appearance of not 
having a minority education problem. 
 
 Since our report is primarily concerned with the present and the future of the 
Hungarians intellectuals, let us take more time analysing the educational chances of the 
minorities wanting to obtain a college degree, and let us examine more closely the figures 
in the charts regarding this subject.  These figures are not really relevant and do not 
seem to support our allegations concerning the very limited availability of college 
education for the minorities. 
 
 Let us disregard the last column of figures of the chart summoning the results of 
the 1966 census, because it contained the illiterate and half-illiterate masses, but it 
also contained the students in sixth grade wanting to continue their studies.  Let us see 
what percentage of the students who graduated after the 7th or 8th grade was admitted to 
colleges, and obtained a college degree.  Let us first examine these figures on a 
nationwide level, and then, broken down to the different nationalities. 



 
-------------------------------------------------------------------––––-----------––––------------- 

Chart No. 3 NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF THE GRADUATED POPULATION 
OVER THE AGE OF 12 BY THE VARIOUS NATIONALITIES 1966 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------–––----–––––-------------- 
NATIONALITIES Pop. Over Graduated from Grammar School Graduated From Universities 
 age 12 Number      Percentage of Number      Percentage of 
              their age group             their age group 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------–––------––––------------- 
RUMANIAN 13,253,588 3,205.878        24.18%  291.106            9.08% 
HUNGARIAN  1,339,716   378.514        28.25%  20.189            5.33% 
GERMAN    315,342    99.664        31.60%   5.693            5.71% 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------––––----––––-------------- 
TOTAL 15,191.248 3,750.186        24.68% 328.241            8.75% 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------–––------––––------------- 
 
 (Note: We left out from this chart the "else" category, for this category contains 
very diversified groups with very different educational aspirations; such as the Gipsies 
and the Jews.  Including them would only confuse our analysis.) 
 
 Before examining this chart from closer and stressing the points relevant to our 
subject, let us break down these figures into the population living in cities and those 
living in villages.  This breakdown (we are again using figures from the 1966 census), 
will enable us to shed light to certains connections, that otherwise would have gone 
unnoticed.  So, in the following, you will find the figures of the chart above, broken 
down into forms of habitation: 
 
---------------------------------------------------–––––––––––––––––––––--------------------------- 

Chart No. 4 DIVISION OF THE POPULATION, BASED ON THEIR AREA OF 
RESIDENCE AND NATIONALITY - SCHOOLED POPULATION 

--------------------------------------------------------–––––––––––––––––––––---------------------- 
POPULATION LIVING IN VILLAGES 

-----------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––––––––-------------------------- 
RUMANIAN 7996444  979809     12.25% 31208     3.18% 
HUNGARIAN  694044  113149     16.30  3668     3.24  
GERMAN  154056   30292     16.66   959     3.16  
TOTAL 8997257 1137994     12.64 36420     3.20  
-------------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––––––––------------------------ 

POPULATION LIVING IN CITIES 
----------------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––––––––--------------------- 
RUMANIAN 5257144 2226069     42.34% 259898    13.67% 
HUNGARIAN  645672  265365     41.09  16521     6.22  
GERMAN  161289   69372     43.10   4734     6.82  
TOTAL 6193991  261192     42.17 291821    11.17  
--------------------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––––––––----------------- 
 
 (Note: The suburban population was added to the city population.) 
 
 These figures prove first of all, that though nationwide more Hungarians and Germans 
graduated from 7th and 8th grade than Rumanians, it most mainly the Rumanians who were 
admitted to universities and colleges.  (These are still figures from the 1966 census 
concerning the population over the age of 12).  Only 24.18% of the Rumanians graduated 
from 7th or 8th grade, but 9.08% of them obtained a college degree.  28.25% of the 
Hungarians, 31.60% of the Germans finished 7th or 8th grade, but only 5.33% of the Germans 
and 5.71% of the Hungarians obtained a college degree. 
 
 The unequal chances between the Rumanians and the minorities to obtain a college 
degree, the ruthless discrimination against the minorities, the intention to decrease the 
number of the German and Hungarian intellectuals is especially obvious in the cities.  
While about the same percentage of the Rumanians and minorities living in cities had 
finished the 7th or 8th, as much as 11.67% of the Rumanian students, but only 6.82% of the 
Germans and 6.22% of the Hungarians students (of the same age group) had graduated from 
colleges or universities.  These percentages, and the predominances, will reveal a 
discrimination that goes far beyond education.  In 1966, 60.33% of the whole Rumanian 
population, 10.72% of the Rumanian college graduated lived in villages.  In the case of 
the Germans and Hungarians these percentages were reversed: 51.80% of the Hungarian, and 
48.85% of the German population over the age of 12 lived in villages.  At the same time, 
18.16% of the Hungarian college graduates were working in villages, this percentage was 
11.57 with the Germans.  These figures make it obvious, that the Rumanian government had 
been successful in restricting the minorities to the periphery of the social life, and in 
momopolizing the economic and educational areas - they did their best to keep the German 
and the Hungarian intellectuals out of the cultural and administrative centers.  To make 
sure that these figures do prove our point, we made a very simple and clear chart.  This 
time we'll review how many college graduates are within 10.000 village residents over the 
age of 12.   
 This statistical chart can be considered the final consequence of our analysis. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------––––-––––––––––––––––––––––––------- 



Chart No. 5 DIVISION OF COLLEGE GRADUATES WITHIN 10.000 VILLAGE RESIDENTS 
AND 10.000 URBAN RESIDENTS - BASED ON THE DIFFERENT NATIONALITIES 

-----------------------------------------------------------------––––––––––––––––––––––––––––---------- 
COLLEGE GRADUATES NATIONAL VILLAGE URBAN 
WITHIN 10.000 PEOPLE AVERAGE RESIDENTS RESIDENTS 
--------------------------------------------------------------–––––––––––––––––––––––––––-------------- 
Nationwide 216.07  40.47 471.13 
Rumanians - Within 
Rumanian nationalities 219.64  39.02 494.34 
Hungarians - Within 
Hungarian nationalities 150.69  52.84 255.87 
Germans - Within 
German nationalities 180.53  62.25 293.51 
-----------------------------------------------------------–––––––––––––––––––––––––––----------------- 
 
 Let us stop at the most shocking and most relevant figure of this analysis: In 1966, 
out of each 10.000 Rumanians over the age of 12, living in urban areas, 494.34 were 
college graduates; out of 10.000 Germans this number was 293.51, and out of 10.000 
Hungarians only 255.87>  The differences are striking on the national level, too: Out of 
each 10.000 Rumanians 219.64 had a college degree, while only 180.53 out of 10.000 Germans 
and 150.69 out of 10.000 Hungarians... 
 
 Considering both the national and the urban educational situation, it stands clear 
that the Hungarian minorities were at a terrible disadvantage concerning higher education, 
even more so, than the Germans.  And that is not accidental.  It is always the largest 
minorities that are struck the hardest. 
 
 As you will see later on, todays's Rumanian nationalism - tending towards fascism - 
is making tremendous efforts to destroy the Hungarians; the Party and Government of 
Bucharest is trying to prevent them from producing and intellectual stratum of adequate 
size and level. 
 
 Let us finish now the analysis of 1966.  We think that the figures examined so far 
have been sufficient in portraying the intolerable political and inhumane situation of the 
60's, which, by the way, has gotten even more alarming since then.  Let us note one more 
thing: the situation of the minority intellectuals in 1966, and the whole picture of 
educational oppression, is the result of the developments after 1944.  That is so, even if 
most of the intellectuals who have been prominent in literature, science and arts in the 
sixties, had started out between the two world-wars.  Note that 65.69% of the college 
graduates had a diploma dating from before 1948.  These figures make it clear that the 
situation of 1966, although it reflects somewhat the conditions before 1944, is mainly the 
result of the developments after the war. 
 
 And now let us see what happened, how the situation changed since 1966: 
unfortunately, we have no way of surveying the tendencies and policies of the last 17 
years, also called as the Ceasescu-era, as thouroughly as we did for 1966, no exact 
statistical figures are available.  The results of the 1977 January census can hardly be 
used, they were thinned out and distorted.  The figures regarding minority conditions were 
almost entirely screened.  There was only one figure, they thought it necessary to 
include: the number of the minority population.  You could find it in the first volume of 
the publication.  This trick might have seemed brilliant to the staticians, but in effect 
it was very easy to see through.  While they showed an increase of only 494 of the total 
inhabitants of Rumania, the increase of the Rumanians was 205.770 more than they 
originally indicated in the preliminary results in 1977.  They increased the number of 
Rumanians inhabitants as much as they decreased that of the minorities.  This statistics 
include 16 minority groups, and in all 16 cases their number is considerably less than in 
the preliminary publication of 1977.  For example, the number of the Hungarian inhabitants 
in the preliminary publication was 1.706.874.  In the final form this number was: 
1.670.874, the "mere" difference of 36.306 people.  The Hungarians and the Germans were 
nevertheless "lucky".  The hardest hit were the Gypsies, who originally were indicated to 
have a population of 229.986, but by the final summarizing they had only 75.696 left. 
 
 It seems obvious, that the results concerning us, were not published; so our 
analysis can not rely on them.  We do have, however, points of orientation.  We have the 
figures about the minority students attending universities and colleges.  They have been 
scattered in occasional publications, propaganda, issues, news articles, but once 
collected and arranged into charts, they can very well be used.  Besides, we do have the 
number and percentage rate of minority workers at major scientific and educational 
institutions of Transylvania.  What these figures prove is that the role and importance of 
the minority intellectuals have decreased even since 1966, in all areas of economic, 
social and cultural life, there is even less of them with a college degree, and this 
tendency has taken a considerable toll on the Hungarians. 
 
 Let us now review the number and composition of the college and university students.  



To simplify our work, and to facilitate the understanding of it, we have taken only 5 
years into our account.  But to make sure that our statistics are accurate, we have taken 
5 consecutive years: from 1976 to 1981.  Also, to give a proper perspective of these 
statistical figures, we included one more school year: 1970/71.  We have only worked with 
figures concerning full time minority students.  (See Chart No. 6 - page 10) 
 
 Our figures concerning the years 1976-1981 were all taken from publications from the 
Ministry of Education of Rumania, admitting the purpose of them: to convince the readers 
about the fair treatment of all minorities, living in Rumania.  These publications were 
aimed mainly at  foreigners, - that is why it was published in five languages -, their 
drafters have taken all statistical figures concerning minorities out of their original 
contexts, made diagrams about them, and drew their propaganda conclusion: In Rumania, the 
number of the minority students has been steadily increasing... 
 
 


