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 One of the Rumanian chief of state's younger brothers, Colonel-General 
ILIE CEAUSESCU, Assistant Minister of Defense, has published a book entitled 
Transylvania, an Ancient Rumanian Land (Bucharest:  Military Press), l983. 
 
 The volume is an attempt to sum up those political arguments which seek 
to justify the formation and perpetuation of the "unitary Rumanian national 
state" on historical, geographic and racial grounds alike.  It contains 
nothing which has not already been enumerated in previous propagandistic 
diatribes, which try to prove the following: 
 
 l.) In Europe, the Rumanian people are the only rightful heirs to the 

cultural legacy left behind by the Roman empire. 
 2.) Ilie Ceausescu also introduces a new element into the official view 

of history concerning Rumania's behavior during the Second World 
War.  The book surpasses the previous historical distortions by 
minimizing or summarily omitting mention of Rumania's connections 
with the Axis Powers, while grotesquely turning Rumania's switching 
of sides in l944 into virtually the decisive factor in the outcome 
of the entire war. 

 3.) A new element in this propagandistic slant on events is the 
emphasis on the "anti-imperialist" nature of Rumania's August 23, 
l944 withdrawal from the Axis alliance.  In this way, the book 
seeks to give historical legitimacy to its openly avowed anti-
Hungarianism. 

 
 With regard to the last point, it is commonly known that in 1940 the so-
called Second Vienna Arbitration restored Northern Transylvania to Hungary, 
thereby somewhat rectifying the injustices committed against the Hungarians 
after the First World War.  In every major analysis since that time, these 
injustices have been classified as "imperialist", with Rumania named as an 
"imperialist aggressor".  Now, Rumanian propaganda is endeavoring to shift the 
burdensome consequences of this analysis onto the Hungarians.  Ilie 
Ceausescu's book moves this effort one step further by characterizing the 
thousand-year presence of Hungarians not only in Transylvania, but in the 
entire Carpathian Basin, as imperialist aggression. 
                                                                           




