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 The Jewish religious communities in Rumania, like their brother 
organizations throughout the world, receive considerable material support from 
JOINT.  The purpose of this support is to place certain goods, especially 
those which are becoming inaccessible in Rumania today, within the reach of 
members of these congregations at reasonable cost. 
 
 Due to the relations between Rumanian and Israel which are maintained for 
tactical reasons, this JOINT support has been a flourishing and humanitarian 
enterprise, serving honorable ends to everyone's satisfaction.  This has been 
born out by the humanitarian gesture of the recipient congragations, whereby 
they have shared the goods with their local brother congregations (Catholic, 
Protestant and Greek Orthodox). 
 
 In the past nine months, this possibility has come to an end.  JOINT 
continues to send aid, but according to our information, about 60% of the 
shipments are being "confiscated" in keeping with a decree not officially made 
public.  There have been complaints that the remaining goods are not enough to 
satisfy even the minimal needs of the congregations themselves. 
 
 We have been informed that the materials comandeered in this manner have 
been finding their way into secret warehouses which supply members of the 
Party hierarchy.  At the same time, eyewitnesses have reported that on 
weekends, kosher foodstuffs, drinks and tropical fruits imported from Israel 
have been loaded onto open bed trucks and carted away from certain 
congregational warehouses, directly to certain Party headquarters, as well as 
to the local headquarters of the Securitate, where the items are distributed 
free of charge among members of the mentioned institutions. 
 
 Our correspondent was informed at one of the congregations of the fact 
that an oral directive for this action came directly from the Department of 
Religious Affairs, which justified it on the grounds that "religious 
congregations must also share the burdens of surmounting the transitional 
hardships." 
                                                                           




